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Merging Waters United Church 

Sunday Morning Worship December 1, 2024 

Advent I - Flame 

WELCOME / BIENVENUE 

People of all ages, identities, and 

walks of life are welcome. 

Wherever you are, whoever you are, 

we welcome you in love and 

community to worship. 

Wherever we are, we’re close in one 

another’s hearts. 

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, 

l’identité ou les conditions de vie. 

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, 

nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté 

pour louer Dieu ensembles. 

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance. 

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras. 

https://unsplash.com/@dinoreichmuth?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/silhouette-of-person-on-top-of-mountain-pointing-flashlight-on-sky-filled-with-stars-at-night-time-d6yDSisNi4w?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash


Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do 

not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person. 

Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de 

sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits 

parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne. 

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without 
authorization. 

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans 
autorisation. 

WELCOME 

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE 

GATHERING 

 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY 

 

Long ago, all of this land was covered by ice 

Clothed in a winter without end 

But God our Creator brought back the warmth 

Pulling back the ice and revealing this land 

Plants and animals returned to the land 

And it was good 

Then God gave to the land a people 

And a people to the land 

To care for one another 

To live together 

And in this time, we celebrate the gifts of the Two-Row Wampum and the homeland 

of the Kanienkeha:ka, Anishinaabe and Huron Wendat Peoples. 

We celebrate all who make this place a home 

We celebrate the promise of hope 

Hope for a future good beyond imagining 

When all will share this land together 

in hope, peace, joy and love. 

 

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE) 

Advent has arrived.  

We enter into the dance of dark and light. 

Imagine a lantern, black and bold metal, carrying a candle. 

The light dances with the dark. 

Darkness shelters the light. 



Light bends and bows to the darkness. 

And the beauty of the dance astounds us. 

Light and dark, friends and companions. 

One cannot exist without the other. 

And out of the dance of dark and light bursts forth hope: the hope of God revealed. 

May hope dance among us, the hope we know through Jesus, love incarnate. 

Light one blue candle. 

All sing: 

Give me oil in my lamp,  

let the dark and light dance. 

Give me oil in my lamp, I pray. 

Give me oil in my lamp,  

let the dark and light dance, 

let the dark and light dance today. 

Hope is shining, Hope is shining, 

Celebrate a shining hope today. 

Hope is shining, Hope is shining, 

Celebrate a shining hope “Hoo-ray!” 

 

CENTERING MUSIC     Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming  

arranged by Kevin Kern -15th century German Melody 

SPIRITUAL FOCUS- A BODY PRAYER FOR PEACE 

OPENING PRAYER 

 

Holy Mystery,  

We begin this season of advent with some worry in our hearts.  

We begin with concerns for our families, our friends, our congregation, and our world. 

Fill our hearts with the hope of the season.  

Calm us as we move through this time of longer nights, 

through these days of dark and light, 

into the light that is to come. Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN: MORE VOICES # 17                 God in the Darkness 

 

1. God in the darkness, God beyond our knowing, 

patient creator, seed in secret growing, 

rock of the living, water ever flowing, 

come and renew us. 

 

2. God in the darkness, God in all our grieving, 

friend of our tears, companion never leaving, 

drawing us past the limits of believing, 

come and renew us. 



 

3. God in the darkness, God of holy dreaming, 

giver of hope, and pledge of our redeeming, 

Spirit of truth, our memory and meaning, 

come and renew us. 

 

Words: Elizabeth J. Smith, 1998 

Words copyright 0 Elizabeth J. Smith (624 Centre Rd., Bentleigh East 3165 Australia. 

ejsmith©pacific.netau) 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

THE WORD (SCRIPTURE)                  Genesis 1:14-19 -The Message 

  

14-15 God spoke: “Lights! Come out! 

    Shine in Heaven’s sky! 

Separate Day from Night. 

    Mark seasons and days and years, 

Lights in Heaven’s sky to give light to Earth.” 

    And there it was. 

16-19 God made two big lights, the larger 

    to take charge of Day, 

The smaller to be in charge of Night; 

    and he made the stars. 

God placed them in the heavenly sky 

    to light up Earth 

And oversee Day and Night, 

    to separate light and dark. 

God saw that it was good. 

It was evening, it was morning— Day Four. 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

 

HYMN: VOICES UNITED #289                         It Only Takes a Spark 

1 It only takes a spark to get a fire going, 

and soon all those around can warm up in its glowing:  

that's how it is with God's love, 

once you've experienced it: 

you spread God's love to everyone, 

you want to pass it on. 

 

2 What a wondrous time is spring when all the trees  

are budding, 

the birds begin to sing, the flowers start their blooming;  

that's how it is with God's love, 



once you've experienced it: 

you want to sing, it's fresh like spring, 

you want to pass it on. 

 

3 I wish for you, my friend, this happiness that I've found -  

on God you can depend, it matters not where 

you're bound; 

I'll shout it from the mountain top; 

I want my world to know: 

the Lord of love has come to me, 

I want to pass it on.             

  

  

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING SONG:    A Candle 

 

V.1 Like a candle burning wildly  

Raging soft against the night  

Spark that leaps to clear the shadows  

Sending warm, disturbing light  

We are called to live the passion  

Hope stands strong against all pain  

for it’s only in the burning  

that the candle shows its flame  

 

V.2 Like a river running freely  

Rapids swirl beside our feet  

Swiftly flowing from the high land  

Comes to rest, still waters meet  

All our journeys rising, falling  

Taking turns we least expect  

When the Spirit churns within us  

Know God’s power through the test  

 

V.3 Like an angel walking lightly  

On this fragile earth of clay  

Touching folk with raw compassion  

Laughing, playing on the way  

Freely living every moment  

In the mystery of grace  

Giving, dying, living, rising  

See the beauty of God’s face  

 

V.4 See the hope that burns in darkness  

Show compassion, strong and kind  



Bind the hurt and broken-hearted  

Be God’s hands and voice and eyes  

Sing a new song every sunrise  

Climb to places out of reach  

Walk in freedom of God’s Spirit  

As we die, so we shall live  

 

We are called to live the passion  

Hope stands strong against all pain  

for it’s only in the burning  

that the candle shows its flame 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

Spirited God, your gift of hope comes to us through the advent of the Christ child.  

We offer these gifts back to you as signs of hope;  

Hope that nestles into your loving presence,  

hope that these donations help turn the world upside down,  

hope that trusts in your promise of transformation,  

hope that opens us to strangers, to neighbours, to enemies, and to friends.  

Bless our journey on the way. Amen. 

Source: Gathering Worship -Advent 2024 

 

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY / PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN 

As we pray together,  

we bring our concerns to the Holy One who makes space for grace—  

lighting our flame,  

offering hope to us,  

and to this beautiful, broken world that God so loves,  

and is working in and through us (and others) to restore.  

 

Spoken out loud, I invite you to prayerfully name:  

the needs of the world where we are hoping for change …  

the needs of the church where we are hoping for change …  

the needs of our community where we are hoping for change …  

the needs of our family and friends where we are hoping for change …  

and the needs of our own hearts and lives,  

especially in the places where we scarcely dare to hope for change …  

We now pray for those in our community needing your healing and care… 

 

And now, let us continue in our prayer to sing together, using the words that Jesus 

taught us… 

 

THE LORD’S / JESUS’ PRAYER SUNG VOICES UNITED # 960 



 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: 

for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen 

 

HYMN: VOICES UNITED # 82            A Light Is Gleaming  

 

A light is gleaming, spreading its arms 

throughout the night, living in the light.  

Come share its gladness, God's radiant love 

is burning bright, living in the light. 

 

1 When light comes pouring into the darkest place,  

it hurts our eyes to see the glow. 

Sometimes a word of hope reminds us of our fears,  

our memories and tears. R 

 

A light is gleaming, spreading its arms 

throughout the night, living in the light.  

Come share its gladness, God's radiant love 

is burning bright, living in the light. 

 

2 When night is round us and every shadow grows,  

a star is there to light our way. 

It tells a story of Jesus who came near to say:  

"God's light will ever stay." R 

 

A light is gleaming, spreading its arms 

throughout the night, living in the light.  

Come share its gladness, God's radiant love 

is burning bright, living in the light. 

 

3 And Jesus showed us a brighter path to walk.  

He showed us things we hadn't seen. 

Now we, like Jesus, can help creation shine,  

and this will be a sign: 

 



A light is gleaming, spreading its arms 

throughout the night, living in the light.  

Come share its gladness, God's radiant love 

is burning bright, living in the light. 

 

4 So let us live in the brightness God has giv'n,  

and let us rise to see the dawn. 

We trust that God is here a sparkle and ablaze,  

- warming all our days. R 

 

A light is gleaming, spreading its arms 

throughout the night, living in the light.  

Come share its gladness, God's radiant love 

is burning bright, living in the light. 

 

SENDING 

BLESSING AND SENDING   

 

The advent season is a time of leaning into the wonder of the coming again of the 

Christ child.  

So, we will wait with eagerness,  

and we will navigate the light and the dark in your loving care. 

 

Over the coming weeks,  

May we see, may we hear, 

With a sense of wonder 

That we may uncover sights and sounds we never knew, 

A time to rediscover you! 

 

May the love of God embrace you,   

the tenderness of Christ enfold you,  

and the delight of the Holy Spirit fill you, this day and forevermore. Amen. 

Source: Adapted from Gathering Worship -Advent 2024 

 

SENDING            Where  Do The Sparkles Come From 

Michael Woytiuk 

Light dancing on the water, 

Shining shimmering leaves above, 

Twinkling eyes when a Grandma holds a baby, 

Where do the sparkles come from? X2 

 

refrain; 

Have you seen, have you heard, 

have you time for delight? 

Find the simple things that are free only children can see, 

with a sense of wonder, you'll uncover 



sights and sounds you never knew, 

each one of these is a time to rediscover you! 

 

Stars shining in the heavens, 

Swirl of the frost on a window pane. 

Dewy spider web in the first light of the morning, 

Where do the sparkles come from? X2 

 

refrain; 

Have you seen, have you heard, 

have you time for delight? 

Find the simple things that are free only children can see, 

with a sense of wonder, you'll uncover 

sights and sounds you never knew, 

each one of these is a time to rediscover you! 

 

Rocks glittering in the sunshine, 

Firefly flashing in the dark, 

Songs in the shower to start each new day, 

Where do the sparkles come from? X2 

 

refrain; 

Have you seen, have you heard, 

have you time for delight? 

Find the simple things that are free only children can see, 

with a sense of wonder, you'll uncover 

sights and sounds you never knew, 

each one of these is a time to rediscover you! x2 

 

 

Thank you for joining in worship today ❤️ 

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH 
A community of caring within the United Church of Canada 

24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue 

Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor 

Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music 

Jo-Anne Windover, Office Administrator 

office@mergingwaters.ca 

(514) 457-5819 

www.mergingwaters.ca 

 

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m. 

http://www.mergingwaters.ca/


 

Advent Worship: Join us on Sunday to hear more about our theme and our weekly focus! 

FROM SPARK TO STAR! 

1-Dec Advent 1 Women's Advent event after worship 

8-Dec Advent 2 Baptism 

Intergenerational Christmas Story 

Collection of gift cards for St Columba House 

15-Dec Advent 3 Communion 

22-Dec Advent 4 We welcome Hudson-Wyman Pastoral Charge United 

Church to Merging Waters for shared worship! 

24-Dec Christmas 

Eve! 

Families Welcome! 7pm 

 

 

 


