Merging Waters United Church
Sunday Morning Worship December 8, 2024

Advent Il — Baptism and
Intergenerational Christmas Story

White Gift Sunday
WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I’identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, Peu importe ol que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
we welcome you in love and nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we’re close in one  Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidéles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.

WELCOME



LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

In this time, we celebrate the gifts of the Two-Row Wampum

and the Homeland of the Kanienkeha:ka, Anishnaabe and Huron Wendat Peoples
We celebrate all who make this place a home today

We celebrate the promise of peace

A land with peace and goodwill for all

We eagerly await the time of peace in this land

Where all will share its abundance together

We work and wait for that day, when all will live together

in hope, peace, joy and love.

Amen.

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE) Patti Smith & Doris
Morgan

Light one blue candle.

The second Sunday of Advent has arrived.

We join the dance of dark and light.

Imagine the sun setting in the western sky, the darkness welcoming and embracing the
sun, guiding it into a peaceful night.

As the sun sets, the wisdom of darkness enfolds it.

Darkness guides the light.

Orange and red, deep blues and purples join the dance of light and dark.
And the peace of their dance settles upon us.

Light and dark, friends and companion:s.

One cannot exist without the other.

And out of their sunset dance bursts forth peace: the peace of God revealed.
May peace dance among us, the peace we know through Jesus.

Light second blue candle.

ADVENT OPENING HYMN:

Give me oil in my lamp,

let the dark and light dance.

Give me oil in my lamp, | pray.
Give me oil in my lamp,

let the dark and light dance,

let the dark and light dance today.
Peace is coming. Peace is coming.
Peace is coming on Christmas Day.
Christ is coming. Christ is coming.



Christ is coming, shout “Hooray!”

SPIRITUAL FOCUS- A BODY PRAYER FOR PEACE
CENTERING MUSIC From Spark to Star

By Michael Woytiuk

PRAYER- Sandy Davis

O Holy One,

you are tender shepherd,

architect of the Way,

beguiling hope of all who go looking for you
deep in their lives.

Surprise us here with

Sweetness, challenge, vision—

Whatever we may need

In this moment to recognize you

and follow you into the future.

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Beloved.

HYMN: VOICES UNITED # 567 Will You Come and Follow Me

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Opening Scripture

Statement of Purpose

Presentation of Child
PROFESSION OF FAITH AND PROMISES

Promises of Parents

Participation of Godparents

Congregational Promise
Family and friends, do you commit yourselves to support and nurture these
persons within a community which worships God, loves and serves others, seeks
justice and resist evil? WE WILL

Affirmation of Faith

Prayer of Thanksgiving- Pouring of the Water

JESUS’ PRAYER

The Act of Baptism/Marking with the Sign of the Cross

Presentation of the Baptism Candle

Baptismal Blessing Song On The Day You Were Born

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD



INTERGENERATIONAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

HYMN VOICES UNITED # 69
SONG:

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree,
how lovely are your branches.
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree,
how lovely are your branches.

Not only green in summers heat,
But also winter’s snow and sleet.

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree,
how lovely are your branches.

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree,
of all the trees most lovely.
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree,
of all the trees most lovely.

Each year you bring to us delight,
With brightly shinning Christmas light
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree,
of all the trees most lovely

OFFERING & Special Gift Sunday

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Away In A Manger
O Christmas Tree

We all have gifts to give. Gifts of time, talent, or financial resources are offered and
received with gratitude. As you prepare to present your offering for today, remember
this: We do not give so that God will love us. We give because God loves us. Let us

present our offering...

OFFERING SONG O Come O Come Emmanuel

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

O Holy One,
you are tender shepherd,
architect of the Way,

Phillip Keveren



beguiling hope of all who go looking for you
deep in their lives.
Surprise us here with
Sweetness, challenge, vision—
Whatever we may need
In this moment to recognize you
and follow you into the future.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Beloved.
Source: Gathering Worship -Advent

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY / PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN -
Carling Barry

Make space for grace in our families, O God,

Response: as we pray together for peace.

THE LORD’S / JESUS’ PRAYER

Our Mother, Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come,

Your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil:

for Yours is the kin-dom and the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

HYMN: MORE VOICES # 221 I Am Walking a Path of Peace

SENDING
BLESSING AND SENDING

Go forth into the world
energized to seek signs of God’s future
everywhere:
especially in the unruly, unkempt, and persistent voices
of Prophets in our midst:
calling us to prepare the way
in our lives and our world
For the Holy One who is coming!

Amen.

Source: Adapted from Gathering Worship -Advent



SENDING

Thank you for joining in worship today Q)

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH Merging Waters

A community of caring within the United Church of Canada United Church
24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue

Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor

Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music : ~
Jo-Anne Windover, Office Administrator

office@mergingwaters.ca

(514) 457-5819

www.mergingwaters.ca

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

Advent Worship: Join us on Sunday to hear more about our theme and our weekly focus!

FROM SPARK TO STAR!

15-Dec Advent 3 Communion
22-Dec Advent 4 We welcome Hudson-Wyman Pastoral Charge United
Church to Merging Waters for shared worship!
24-Dec Christmas Families Welcome! 7pm
Eve!



http://www.mergingwaters.ca/

