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Merging Waters United Church
Sunday Morning Worship December 29, 2024

Annual Ecumenical Service

WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I’identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, Peu importe ol que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
we welcome you in love and nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we’re close in one  Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fideles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.

WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE



GATHERING
OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE
ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

CENTERING MUSIC A Twinkling Silent Night

music Franz Gruber and Richard Willis arrangement Michael Woytiuk

CALL TO WORSHIP

At the end of this year, we come seeking hope,
in you, God of love, who has created us,

and who comes to be one of us.
We come seeking purpose,
to be reminded that we are all created with
gifts to share.
We come seeking community,
to be assured that we do not journey alone.
Let us worship God.

Rev. Lara Scholey, St-Columba-by-the-lake

THE LORD’S / JESUS’ PRAYER VU # 916b A paraphrase
Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be.
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo
through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed
by peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done
by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.

With the bread we need for today; feed us.

In the hurts we absorb from one another: forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.

From trials too great to endure, spare us.

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,

now and for ever. Amen.
Amen

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH



We are not alone,
we live in God’s world.

We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.

We trust in God.

We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

Amen.

PRAYER OF APPROACH

We are at the turn of the year, we are at the turning point, the change of
the cycle. Although it is cold, although we have more dark than light, even
though most of creation is dormant; each day more light returns, more life
returns.

The glory of your creation is made visible, the majesty of your design is
opened before our eyes.

We stand and watch in awe as the cycle you created unfolds and we are
drawn to our knees:

We offer our praise

We see the love you put in creation

We see how, despite our faults and our mistakes, you forgive

We see how you are telling us to change our ways

We see how you can transform the world and how you can transform our
lives



Continue to love us daily

Continue to forgive us daily

Continue to change us daily

Make us the agents of your will

And people who will make your world a better place
Help us to be penitent before your glory.

Amen

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD/ WE HEAR THE GOOD NEWS

THE STORY OF MICHAEL MOUSE

Original story from the Wild Goose Publication, "Cloth for the Cradle".
Adapted by Steve Gillam

SCENE 1

READING OF 1 SAMUEL 2:18-20, 26 NRSVUE

The Child Samuel at Shiloh

18 Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. ¥ His mother
used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year when she went up with
her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 22 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife
and say, “May the Lord repay® you with children by this woman for the loan that she
made to the Lord,” and then they would return to their home.

26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with

the Lord and with the people.

CAROL VU 64 O Little Town of Bethlehem v 1,3
SCENE 1

READING OF PSALM 148 NRSVUE
Praise for God’s Universal Glory
!Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!
2 Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his host!
3 Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you shining stars!
4Praise him, you highest heavens
and you waters above the heavens!
5 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
for he commanded and they were created.
6 He established them forever and ever;
he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.!


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%202%3A18-20%2C1%20Samuel%202%3A26&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-7261a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%202%3A18-20%2C1%20Samuel%202%3A26&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-7261b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PSALM%20148&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-16378a

7 Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps,
8 fire and hail, snow and frost,
stormy wind fulfilling his command!
? Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars!
10\/ild animals and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds!
TKings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth!
2Young men and women alike,
old and young together!
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
for his name alone is exalted;
his glory is above earth and heaven.
4 He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for all his faithful,
for the people of Israel who are close to him.
Praise the Lord!

CAROL VU 48 Hark the Herald Angels Sing 1-3
SCENE 11l

READING OF COLOSSIANS 3:12-17 NRSVUE

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. '* Bear with one another and,
if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord@ has
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. * Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which
binds everything together in perfect harmony. > And let the peace of Christ® rule in
your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. '® Let the
word of Christld dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom;
and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to

God.ld 7 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

CAROL VU 56 Jesus Our Brother Kind and Good 1-6
SCENE IV

READING OF LUKE 2:41-52 NRSVUE

The Boy Jesus in the Temple

“Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 4> When the
festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem,
but his parents were unaware of this. 4 Assuming that he was in the group of travelers,
they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=COLOSSIANS%203%3A12-17%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29514a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=COLOSSIANS%203%3A12-17%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29516b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=COLOSSIANS%203%3A12-17%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29517c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=COLOSSIANS%203%3A12-17%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29517d

friends. 4 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for

him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions. 4 And all who heard him were amazed at
his understanding and his answers. ¢ When his parentsi! saw him they were astonished,
and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Your father and |
have been anxiously looking for you.” 4° He said to them, “Why were you searching
for me? Did you not know that | must be in my Father’s house?” ! 50 But they did not
understand what he said to them. " Then he went down with them and came to
Nazareth and was obedient to them, and his mother treasured all these things in her
heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years< and in divine and human favor.

CAROL VU 74 What Child is This? v 1,2

SCENE V
WE RESPOND TO THE GOOD NEWS

OFFERING
OFFERATORY HYMN VU 55 In the Bleak Mid-Winter v 4

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN

The Bidding: Merciful God

The Response: Hear our prayer.

CLOSING HYMN: VU 59 Joy to the World 1,2,4

WE GO FORTH WITH GOD
BLESSING AND SENDING

SENDING SONG The Little Rumba Drumma
Katherine Kennicott Davis arranged by Michael Woytiuk
Thank you for joining with us in worship today Q)
Special thanks to the leadership in today’s service:

Rev. Steve Gillam - Lakeshore Trinity United Church
Cameron Gray - Ste Genevieve United Church



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE%202%3A41-52&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25014a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE%202%3A41-52&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25015b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=LUKE%202%3A41-52&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25018c

Rev. Dr. Terry Hidichuk -All Saints by the Lake Anglican Church
Robert McLachlan- All Saints by the Lake Anglican Church
Martha Randy — Cedar Park United Church
Janet St-Pierre — Roxboro United Church
Mark Weatherley- All Saints by the Lake Anglican Church

With contribution from Rev. Darryl Macdonald- Roxboro United Church and
Rev. Lara Scholey- St Columba-by-the-lake Presbyterian Church
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