
 

Merging Waters United Church 

Sunday Morning Worship January 5, 2025 

2
nd

 Sunday after Christmas 

WELCOME / BIENVENUE 

People of all ages, identities, and walks of 

life are welcome. 

Wherever you are, whoever you are, we 

welcome you in love and community to 

worship. 

Wherever we are, we’re close in one 

another’s hearts. 

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, l’identité ou 

les conditions de vie. 

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, nous 

vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté pour louer 

Dieu ensembles. 

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance. 

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras. 

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do not wear 

perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person. 

Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de sensibilités chimiques, 

nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au 

culte en personne. 

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without authorization. 

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans autorisation. 

WELCOME 

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE 

GATHERING 

 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY 



As we gather, we take a moment to remember that the land we call Saint-Anne-de-Bellevue is the 

traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat, Anishnaabe & Kanienkeha:ka Peoples.  

We seek to learn about past wrongs, act with justice in the present, and pray for a better future together 

in the spirit of truth and reconciliation.  

Gathering Natasha Pearen, Trinity-St. Stephen’s U.C., Amherst, N.S. 

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE) 

CENTERING MUSIC                            Wise Ones 

  

SPIRITUAL FOCUS 

Praise God, the Creator, who made the heavens and the earth!  

We celebrate in awe of God’s beautiful creation.  

Praise God, the Redeemer, who came in flesh to live among us!  

We gather in awe of God’s coming to us.  

Praise God, the Spirit, who fills us with hope!  

We follow in awe, sustained for the journey.  

Praise God, one in three, and three in one!  

We worship in awe of God’s merciful love. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Triune God of love and light,  

dwell among us as we gather to worship you. (Light candle.)  

Shine your light into our life. (Light candle.)  

Fill our hearts with your overflowing love. (Light candle.)  

Accept our offering of prayer and praise. (Light candle.)  

May we truly see you in this place. (Light candle.)  

Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN: VU #79                Arise Your Light is Come 

 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

THE WORD (SCRIPTURE)           John 1:1-18 Paraphrased 

  

The Light of the World  

Based on John 1:1–18  



Imagine a long, long time ago when there was no world. No stars. No animals. No 

people. No you.  

Just nothing.  

Now imagine that even though there was nothing, God was there.  

God was there like a strange light that is everywhere, but doesn’t come from 

anywhere. The light didn’t shine on anything, because there was nothing to shine on. 

Can you imagine that?  

Then God had an idea. God decided to make the universe, and the earth, and to fill it 

with all kinds of creatures, and with all kinds of people like you and me. And in each 

person, and in every living thing, and in everything God created, God put some of the 

light that was there before there was anything. You have some of that light in you. 

People can see that light shining in your eyes when you laugh. Sometimes they also see 

God’s light when you cry.  

Then God had a very special idea about a very special person. God decided to make a 

person who would come and live with us to show us what God is like. A special person 

to show us how to live God’s way.  

There was a man named John. God sent John to tell us about the very special person 

that was coming.  

“Look,” said John. “You can’t see God because God isn’t a ‘something’ you can see. 

Nobody can see God. But God will send us a person to show us what God is like. God 

will send this special person to tell us about that wonderful light that all of us have – 

God’s light that comes to us from the time before there was anything.  

“The name of that special person is Jesus. Jesus will help you shine. Jesus will help you 

find God’s light that is inside you. Jesus will help you live God’s way.”  

Lectionary Story Bible: Year B by Ralph Milton. Copyright © 2008 Ralph Milton, Wood Lake 

Publishing Inc. Used by permission 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

HYMN: VU# 87              I Am the Light of The World 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING SONG:                                                Lonestar 

Norah Jones 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Gracious God, you love abundantly and provide generously. In gratitude, we give our 

gifts back to you. May these offerings – our time, money, energy, and prayers – nurture 

and support your children, and represent to all what a joy it is to be counted among 

your family. Use us, and these gifts, to your glory. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN 

Throughout today’s texts, we have seen the idea of family, acceptance, and belonging. Invite 

participants to respond to each petition out loud or in silence. 

Abundant God, 

we come to you today as grateful people. 



We thank you for calling us your children, and for loving us as our parent. 

You fill us with hope. 

Today we pray for your children, our family, and we ask that your healing touch, your 

unbounded peace, and your astonishing love be made known. 

With gratitude, we lift into the light our mothers and fathers,  

grandmothers and grandfathers, those whom we have known since birth,  

and all who have been parental figures to us. 

With thanksgiving, we lift into the light our sisters and brothers;  

siblings and friends who have loved us, cared for us,  

and helped us become the people we are today. 

With concern, we lift into the light those members of our family who are hurting; 

those who are living with illness and disease;  

those who are in pain in mind, body, or spirit. 

With awe, we lift into the light those family members who have answered your call to serve 

your children and accepted the path of ministry and discipleship. 

With humility, we lift ourselves into the light: for the places where we fall short; 

for the relationships we have not nurtured; 

for the areas in our own lives that need healing. 

With desperation, we lift into the light our siblings around the world; 

your children who are suffering needlessly under pain of war, poverty and disease, oppression 

and persecution, injustice and terror, natural and human-caused disaster. 

With hope, we lift into the light the youngest members of our family. 

With peace, we lift into the light the oldest members of our family. 

With confidence and trust, we pray to you, O God. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S / JESUS’ PRAYER           

Our Mother, Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: 

for Yours is the kin-dom and the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN MV # 82             Bathe Me in Your Light 

  

SENDING 

BLESSING AND SENDING   

Go in peace! (Go in peace!)  

You are loved (You are loved)  

by God and us! (by God and us!)  



Spread the light (Spread the light)  

and share God’s story (and share God’s story)  

because you are loved (because you are loved)  

and you are enough. (and you are enough.)  

Amen! (Amen!) 

 

SENDING                         Shinning Light 

Annie Lennox 

Thank you for joining in worship today ❤️ 

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH 
A community of caring within the United Church of Canada 

24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue 

Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor 

Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music 

Jo-Anne Windover, Office Administrator 

office@mergingwaters.ca 

(514) 457-5819 

www.mergingwaters.ca 

 

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m. 

 

12-Jan 1st Sunday 

after Epiphany 

Baptism of Jesus 

19-Jan 2nd Sunday 

after Epiphany 

Guest Rob Lutes shares the history of Amazing Grace 

 

 

 

http://www.mergingwaters.ca/

