Merging Waters United Church

Sunday Morning Worship January 19, 2025

“Amazing Grace” with Guest Rob Lutes

WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, Peu importe ou que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
we welcome you in love and nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we’re close in one  Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free!l To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidéles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.

WELCOME



LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE

GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

We remember with gratitude that we live and worship on lands that are by law the
unceded territory of the Mohawk Peoples. May we live with respect on this land, and in

peace and friendship with its Peoples.

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE)

CENTERING MUSIC

SPIRITUAL FOCUS

O Grace Divine,

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
that saved and strengthened me!

We once were lost, but now are found,
was blind, but now we see.

"Twas grace that taught our hearts to fear,
and grace our fears relieved;

how precious did that grace appear

the hour we first believed.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
we have already come;

'tis grace that brought us safe thus far,
and grace will lead us home.

The Lord has promised good to us,
this word our hope secures;

God will our shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

When we've been there ten thousand years,

bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.

OPENING PRAYER

La Fille aux Cheveux de Lin
Claude Debussy



In the silence of this moment,
we sit, and we listen.

(a time of silent reflection)
Lord Jesus, we are here.
Maranatha—be with us.

OPENING HYMN: MV # 79 Spirit, Open My Heart
Refrain:

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.

As you love may | love, in receiving and in giving,

Spirit, open my heart.

1. God, replace my stony heart
with a heart that's kind and tender.
All my coldness and fear

to your grace | now surrender. R

2. Write your love upon my heart
as my law, my goal, my story.

In each thought, word, and deed,
may my living bring you glory. R

3. May | weep with those who weep,
share the joy of sister, brother.

In the welcome of Christ,

may we welcome one another. R

Words: Ruth Duck, 1994. Words copyright © 1996 The Pilgrim Press. Used by
permission.

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

THE WORD (SCRIPTURE) 1 Chronicles 17: 16-20 NRSVUE
David’s Prayer

16 Then King David went in and sat before the Lord and said, “Who am I, O Lord God,
and what is my house, that you have brought me thus far? 17 And even this was a small
thing in your sight, O God; you have also spoken of your servant’s house into the
distant future. You regard me as someone of high rank, O Lord God! 18 And what
more can David say to you for honoring your servant? You know your servant. 19 For
your servant’s sake, O Lord, and according to your own heart, you have done all these
great deeds, making known all these great things. 20 There is no one like you, O Lord,
and there is no God besides you, according to all that we have heard with our ears.

HYMN: VU # 266 Amazing Grace

1 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
that saved and strengthened me!"



1 once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now | see.

2 "Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;

how precious did that grace appear

the hour | first believed.

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
| have already come;

'tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

4 The Lord has promised good to me,
this word my hope secures;

God will my shield and portion be

as long as life endures.

5 When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,

we've no less days to sing God's praise

than when we'd first begun.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT A History of “Amazing Grace” by Rob Lutes
OFFERING

OFFERING SONG: | Can See Clearly Now
Johnny Nash

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God of Grace,

We give you thanks for the abundance you continue to provide in our lives.
May these gifts offered today,

Offer grace to the community we serve,

And bring about your abundant grace

overflowing to the world.

PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN
THE LORD’S / JESUS’ PRAYER Sung in French by Lambert

Notre Pére. Notre Mére.
Créateur de I’Univers.
Toi que Tes enfants appellent



Dieu, I’Eternel

Dieu d’espoir et de Lumieére

Pain de Vie et Source claire

Que Ton nom soit sanctifié

Chanté partout et glorifié

Et sur la terre comme au ciel...

O Dieu de grace et de bonté

Aide nous a rester fidéles a Ta vo-lon-té,
Donne nous chaque jour nourriture et amour
Apprends-nous a pardonner,

Comme Tu sais nous pardonner,
Protége-nous des fleurs du mal.

Des nuits d'orage et de la peur,

Et guide-nous vers les étoiles au coeur de Ton coeur.
Notre Pére, Notre Mére.

Que nos vies soient des priéres

Qui nous élévent jusqu'a Toi

Amen, Amen.

CLOSING HYMN MV # 150 Spirit God
1. Spirit God: be our breath, be our song.

Blow through us, bringing strength to move on.

Our world seems inward, defensive, withdrawn...

Spirit God, be our song.

2. Patient God: soothe our pride, calm our fear.
Comfort us. When we know you are near

we grow more certain, our vision is clear.
Patient God, calm our fear.

3. Loving God: be our voice, be our prayer
Reaching out, joining hands as we share,

we seek your guidance through friendship and care.
Loving God, be our prayer.

4. Spirit God: be our breath, be our song.

Blow through us, bringing strength to move on.
Through change, through challenge,

we'll greet the new dawn...

Spirit God, be our song.

Words: Bruce Harding, 1997
Words copyright © 1997 by Bruce Harding, www.evensong.ca. Used by permission.

SENDING
BLESSING AND SENDING



Amazing Grace

How sweet your sound.

Since we've been here ten thousand years and more,
bright shining as the sun,

we've no less days to sing God's praise

than when we'd first begun.

May the Grace of the One who Calls us,
The Grace of the Spirit that guides us,

The grace of the son who journeys with us
Give us courage to create God’s kin-dom
As we move from this place. Amen.

SENDING Amazing Grace

Lyrics John Newton arrangement Brent Edstrom & Michael Woytiuk

Thank you for joining in worship today §
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UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

26-Jan Third Sunday after Epiphany
After worship we welcome visitors from the Nakonha:ka region for
discussion and chili lunch - all are welcome!

2-Feb Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Sacrament of communion
9-Feb Presentation by the Indigenous Health Centre of Tiohtia:ke
16-Feb Speakers from three local mental health organizations, with a panel

discussion following worship
Loose offering donated to these agencies - please consider bringing a
little cash!



http://www.mergingwaters.ca/

23-Feb

Theme: Lisa's educational trip to Cuba, followed by a Lunch and Learn
More details to follow

2-Mar

Intercultural session #7




