Merging Waters United Church
Sunday Morning Worship February 16, 2025
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany, Black History Month

Presentation by Mental Health Community Organizers

WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, Peu importe ou que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
we welcome you in love and nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we're close in one  Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fideles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumeés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.

WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING



ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

As a community of faith, we seek to rebuild right relations with the First Nations,
Métis, and Inuit Peoples, to learn from them, and to live on this land, their land, with
respect and gratitude for its creation and Creator.
This is our commitment.

Bill Perry, Consecon P.C., Carrying Place, Ont.

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE)

We light the Christ candle each week, as a reminder that the presence of Jesus guides
our lives. We celebrate this light as the love that transforms how we live our lives and
challenges us to seek justice and peace for all.

Lori Van Santvoort-Jansekovich, Broadway U.C., Thunder Bay, Ont.

CENTERING MUSIC

SPIRITUAL FOCUS

We come before you today, O God, thinking about healing.

We all have some part of us in need of healing:

in our bodies,

in our minds,

in our souls,

from our past and in our present,

in our hearts and in our thoughts.

Some hurts we carry on our sleeve, some can be coaxed from us, some are ones that
we are shamed for carrying, others we show only to our nearest and dearest, and some
we will need you to unearth for us.

Help us to understand, trust, and be open to

your many ways of healing as we open our hearts to your love:

Amen.

Karen Boivin, Bells Corners U.C., Ottawa, Ont.
OPENING PRAYER
OPENING HYMN: MV # 12 vs 1-4 Come Touch Our Hearts

1. Come touch our hearts

that we may know compassion,

from failing embers build a blazing fire;
love strong enough to overturn injustice,
to seek a world more gracious,

come touch and bless our hearts.



2. Come touch our souls

that we may know and love you,
your quiet presence all our fears dispel;
create a space for spirit to grow in us,
let life and beauty fill us,

come touch and bless our souls.

3. Come touch our minds

and teach us how to reason,

set free our thoughts to wonder and to dream;
help us to open doors of understanding,

to welcome truth and wisdom,

come touch and bless our minds.

4. Come touch us in

the moments we are fragile,

and in our weakness your great strength reveal;
that we may rise to follow and to serve,

steady now our nerve,

come touch and bless our wills.

Words: Gordon Light, 2002 - Words copyright © 2002 Common Cup Company,
www.commoncup.com. Used by permission.

BLACK HISTORY MOMENT

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

THE WORD (SCRIPTURE) Luke 8:26-39 MSG

2629 They sailed on to the country of the Gerasenes, directly opposite Galilee. As he
stepped out onto land, a madman from town met him; he was a victim of demons. He
hadn’t worn clothes for a long time, nor lived at home; he lived in the cemetery. When
he saw Jesus he screamed, fell before him, and howled, “What business do you have
messing with me? You're Jesus, Son of the High God, but don’t give me a hard time!”
(The man said this because Jesus had started to order the unclean spirit out of him.)
Time after time the demon threw the man into convulsions. He had been placed under
constant guard and tied with chains and shackles, but crazed and driven wild by the
demon, he would shatter the bonds.

3031 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

“Legion. My name is Legion,” he said, because many demons afflicted him. And they
begged Jesus desperately not to order them to the bottomless pit.

32-33 A large herd of pigs was grazing and rooting on a nearby hill. The demons begged
Jesus to order them into the pigs. He gave the order. It was even worse for the pigs
than for the man. Crazed, they stampeded over a cliff into the lake and drowned.



3436 Those tending the pigs, scared to death, bolted and told their story in town and
country. People went out to see what had happened. They came to Jesus and found
the man from whom the demons had been sent, sitting there at Jesus’ feet, wearing
decent clothes and making sense. It was a holy moment, and for a short time they were
more reverent than curious. Then those who had seen it happen told how the
demoniac had been saved.

3739 | ater, a great many people from the Gerasene countryside got together and asked
Jesus to leave—too much change, too fast, and they were scared. So Jesus got back in
the boat and set off. The man whom he had delivered from the demons asked to go
with him, but he sent him back, saying, “Go home and tell everything God did in you.”
So he went back and preached all over town everything Jesus had done in him.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
BREAKOUT ROOMS
OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN: VU # 374 Come and Find the Quiet Centre

1 Come and find the quiet centre
in the crowded life we lead,

find the room for hope to enter,
find the frame where we are freed:
clear the chaos and the clutter,
clear our eyes, that we can see

all the things that really matter,

be at peace, and simply be.

2 Silence is a friend who claims us,
cools the heat and slows the pace,
God it is who speaks and names us,
knows our being, face to face,
making space within our thinking,
lifting shades to show the sun,

raising courage when we're shrinking,
finding scope for faith begun.

3 In the Spirit let us travel,

open to each other's pain,

let our loves and fears unravel,
celebrate the space we gain:

there's a place for deepest dreaming,
there's a time for heart to care,

in the Spirit's lively scheming



there is always room to spare!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN
THE LORD’S / JESUS’ PRAYER

Our Mother, Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come,

your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil:

for Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

CLOSING HYMN VU # 375 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,

blow thro' the wilderness calling and free,
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,

stir me from placidness,

Wind, Wind on the sea.

1 You moved on the waters,

you called to the deep,

then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep;
and over the eons you called to each thing:

wake from your slumbers and rise on your wings. R

2 You swept thro' the desert, you stung with the sand,
and you goaded your people with a law and a land;

and when they were blinded with their idols and lies,
then you spoke thro' your prophets to open their eyes. R

3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,

then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still;
and down in the city you called once again,

when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. R

4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes,



from the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams,
our women see visions, our men clear their eyes,
with bold new decisions your people arise, R

SENDING

BLESSING AND SENDING

SENDING SONG Joyful, Joyful M. Woytiuk

Thank you for joining in worship today §
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UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

23-Feb

Theme: Lisa's educational trip to Cuba, followed by a Lunch and
Learn
More details to follow

2-Mar

Intercultural session #7



http://www.mergingwaters.ca/

