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Merging Waters United Church
Sunday Morning Worship March 9, 2025
1¢t Sunday of Lent
Unburdening (#EmbraceReality)

WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, Peu importe ol que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
we welcome you in love and nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we're close in one  Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fideles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.



To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.

WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

With gratitude for the land, we say:
This land is Sacred.

It has been anointed for tens of thousands of years with the dust and bones of all those
who lived here before us.

As we came here, we were invited to share this land with the original people, with a
common love and concern for the land that we would live upon and share, in good
ways.

We acknowledge that The Two Row Wampum Treaty, also known Kaswentha and as
the Tawagonshi Agreement of 1613 or the Tawagonshi Treaty, is a mutual treaty
agreement, made in 1613 between representatives of the Five Nations of the
Haudenosaunee (or Iroquois) and representatives of the Dutch government in what is
now upstate New York.[1] The agreement is considered by the Haudenosaunee to be
the basis of all of their subsequent treaties with European and North American
governments, and the citizens of those nations, including the Covenant Chain treaty
with the British in 1677 and the Treaty of Canandaigua with the United States in
1794..... treaty agreements were not to be considered as land surrenders; but to be
considered as agreements of sharing together.

We are all treaty people. As a community of faith, we seek to rebuild right relations
with the First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Peoples. May we live with respect on this land,
and live in peace and friendship with its people.

Adapted Rationale for Redeveloping the Territorial Acknowledgement by Lee Claus, 2022.
OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE)

CENTERING MUSIC The Time Has Come
Michael Woytiuk
SPIRITUAL FOCUS



Today, we begin our journey of Lent — a journey of following
the Christ into the desert, and then into Jerusalem.

Right: We join in remembering the struggle and the strife

of Jesus, who stood up for love,

even when it meant persecution and death.

Left: We join in remembering the challenges of the lsraelites
as they journeyed away from slavery, through the

desert, toward a new beginning.

We join in remembering when the world continues to test us,
offering us temptations of money, power, image,

Right: We join in trust that you

will help us embrace the reality of who we really are.

Left: We come to unburden from who we are supposed to be and
embrace the authentic we are called to be.

We join in remembering and honouring all who would

teach us what it means to bear witness to God’s love, through
action and deed, and to reject the ways of empire.

Right and Left: We join in a journey together toward justice,
wholeness, and peace.

Come, friends and loved ones, let us welcome this season
and this journey as we take our first steps together in
Unburdening and #EmbracingReality this Lenten worship.

OPENING PRAYER

A wandering Aramean was our ancestor,”

and we too are a wandering people.

Jesus went into the desert wilderness, Holy One, and
we too find ourselves in desert times.

Travel with us as we take this journey;

stride next to us as we place one foot in front of the
other toward a new day;

sit with us as we reach into ourselves for the internal
resources we need to be people of love.

May this journey through the Season of Lent be a
journey of meaning and purpose as we unburden ourselves and #EmbraceReality.
Guide us to a place of vitality and hope, we pray.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN: VU 113 To The Dessert Jesus Came

1 To the desert Jesus came,



to wrestle and to seek God's way.
Sun and moon rose high above

to watch him as he'd fast and pray.
Together through the valley,

the tempter led him around.
Together through the valley,

so Jesus answers found.

2 Like the Hebrews long ago

who ventured through the desert sand,
did he find a rock of faith,

where streams of living waters ran?
Together through the valley,

so shall we make our way.

Together through the valley,

we'll walk for forty days.

3 In the desert we may find

the mystery of who we are,
following a faithful God,

so very close and yet so far.
Together through the valley,
we'll gather our dreams in prayer,
together through the valley,

and find God's presence there.

4 From the ashes to the hill,

we'll travel on our Lenten road.
Hand in hand we'll cross this sand,
and share each other's heavy load.
Together through the valley,

we'll watch the changing sky.
Together through the valley,

as Easter's dawn draws nigh.

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

THE WORD (SCRIPTURE) Luke 4:1-13 MSG

Tested by the Devil

4 2 Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the
wild. For forty wilderness days and nights he was tested by the Devil. He ate nothing
during those days, and when the time was up he was hungry.

3The Devil, playing on his hunger, gave the first test: “Since you're God’s Son,
command this stone to turn into a loaf of bread.”



4Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy: “It takes more than bread to really live.”
57 For the second test he led him up and spread out all the kingdoms of the earth on
display at once. Then the Devil said, “They’re yours in all their splendor to serve your
pleasure. I'm in charge of them all and can turn them over to whomever | wish.
Worship me and they’re yours, the whole works.”

8 Jesus refused, again backing his refusal with Deuteronomy: “Worship the Lord your
God and only the Lord your God. Serve him with absolute single-heartedness.”

91 For the third test the Devil took him to Jerusalem and put him on top of the
Temple. He said, “If you are God’s Son, jump. It’s written, isn’t it, that ‘he has placed
you in the care of angels to protect you; they will catch you; you won’t so much as
stub your toe on a stone’?”

12“Yes,” said Jesus, “and it’s also written, ‘Don’t you dare tempt the Lord your God.
13That completed the testing. The Devil retreated temporarily, lying in wait for another
opportunity.

99

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

SONG: Beautiful

OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN MV # 93: What Calls Me from The Death

1. What calls me from the death where | have rested?
Why am | now emerging from my tomb?

| sense that | am coming to be tested.

Is this my second birthing from the womb?

2. Now I can hear the voice of Jesus calling,
but it is not the Saviour's voice alone,

for others share their words as tears are falling.
Collectively, they roll away the stone.

3. The remnants of my past | now am shedding;
the bits of cloth that cling | now discard.

And in this new direction | am heading,

1 know that | will find my own reward

4. No matter that my tomb was of long standing,
that change seemed futile, out of reach for me.

If | accept the life that God is handing,

my blessing is a new identity.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION



Today, we dedicate our thirst to your renewing heart. We
dedicate our hunger to understanding the hunger and need
around us. We dedicate our fear and vulnerabilities to the
promise of God’s love and protection. And we dedicate

our unburdening to the journey ahead — a journey toward
embracing a greater reality in relationship with your Love. Amen.

PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN
THE LORD’S / JESUS’ PRAYER  Sung VU # 960

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil:

for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

CLOSING HYMN MV # 27 Creator You Gave Us Life

1. Creator God you gave us life,

your image formed within our souls,

yet through the mist of time and space,
we search for that which makes us whole.

Refrain:

Through hands that paint, majestic skies,
and voices chanting melody,

with words that reach beyond the page,
we comprehend your mystery.

2. In ev'ry flow'r and ev'ry tree,
we see your great diversity,

yet greater still we see your love,
expressed in our humanity. R

3. When with our hearts, our hands our minds,.
we share our gifts with all the world,
our spirits soar beyond the veil,



to touch the very face of God. R
SENDING

BLESSING AND SENDING

Let us go forward into the uncertainties of life.
Let us be open to the guidance of the Spirit.
Let us go forward certain that God will calm our spirits as we confront our fears.
Let us go forward knowing that we are not alone. Thanks be to God. Amen.
Beth W Johnston, Bridging Waters P.C., Nipawin, Sask.

SENDING SONG Tis the Gift to Be Simple
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Thank you for joining in worship today §
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