Merging Waters United Church
Sunday, March 30, 2025

DON’T BE THE JUDGE OF THAT

WELCOME / BIENVENUE
Please join in the responses in bold text. Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I'age,
People of all ages, identities, and walks of life are  I'identité ou les conditions de vie.
welcome. Peu importe ou que vous soyez, qui que vous
Wherever you are, whoever you are, we welcome soyez, nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la
you in love and community to worship. communauté pour louer Dieu ensembles.
Wherever we are, we're close in one another’s Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.

hearts.

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
ACKNOWLEDGING TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

We arrived on Turtle Island unannounced, uninvited. We stayed, squatted on the land.

When challenged by indigenous inhabitants, we responded with overpowering violence. We
changed the face of the land with avaricious practice.

The veil now fallen from our eyes, we pray for reconciliation, a new relationship based on
equity and good stewardship.

May it be so.
MUSICAL CENTERING Let Go, Let Come (Pierre Gallant)



THE LIGHT AT OUR CORE Light a candle at home if you wish!

Comfort in sorrow,

the light of Christ.
Challenge in lethargy,
the light of Christ.
Courage in uncertainty,
the light of Christ.
Hope when all else fails,
the light of Christ.

David Sparks, 2024. Gathering A/C/E, Year C.

SPIRITUAL FOCUS
UNBURDENING THE STONE

OPENING PRAYER

O God, this has been a “rushing” week.
So many places to go.

So many people to please.

And hardest of all to satisfy—ourselves.

Sometimes it looks distinctly as though life is breaking up around us.
Almost none of our expectations are met.
And others refuse to live the way we think they should.

Grant us each a clear vision of our own limitations and our strengths.
Caution us against trying to play you in the lives of others.

And help us love ourselves more than we do at the present.

Amen

Stanley Errett, Edmonton, Alta. Getting It All Together Season of Creation 1975

HYMN: MV #21 Open our Hearts

SCRIPTURE: The Prodigal Son according to Luke (The Message)
REFLECTIONS

1. Time to stop Measuring

2. The situational zone of Reality



SONG Hymn to Freedom (Oscar Peterson / Harriette Hamilton)

3. Good Intentions

4. It takes Patience

OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN MV 185 Ev'ry Day Is a Day of Thanksgiving
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN

JESUS’ PRAYER (Sung in Aramaic) Traditional arr. Pierre Gallant Solo: Bryson Davis
BLESSING AND SENDING

HYMN Amen Spiritual, arranged by Michael Woytiuk
SENDING SONG A Merging Waters special gift to Lisa!

Thank you for joining in worship today €@
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