Merging Waters United Church
Sunday Morning Worship April 6, 2025
Lent V
Lent Theme: Unburdening (#EmbraceReality)

WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, Peu importe ol que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
we welcome you in love and nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we’re close in one  Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fideles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.


https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=122222127902026094&set=a.122217432158026094&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXIb7HsxsP_a0KHFgA4fTV34-BObRE5FBuTz91WDQz8a5sp2TqPEW9U8SLZZW1EPWWkK345STdrdtoQbb8_SyRCMY6nzfJIo462qjsEj0vbQIFtP1XKvO5DQ8vw9wUhkOohGyrGv8Tph-BJsH7Neov7IRzH0MpGJ_9AKt5KDBSDRQ&__tn__=EH-R

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without

authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans

autorisation.
WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

Let us begin by acknowledging the land upon which we are,
and the peoples whose land this is,

the Kanienkeha:ka, the Huron-Wendat and Anishnaabe Peoples,
and our relationship with them.

May we take this time to reflect upon our unique positionality
within the larger sacred commitment

of Truth and Reconciliation which we share.

All are our relations!

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE)
CENTERING MUSIC

SPIRITUAL FOCUS

OPENING PRAYER

Namaste
By Michael Woyituk

HYMN MV # 79: Spirit, Open My Heart

Refrain:

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.
As you love may | love, in receiving and in giving,
Spirit, open my heart.

1. God, replace my stony heart
with a heart that's kind and tender.
All my coldness and fear

to your grace | now surrender. R

2. Write your love upon my heart
as my law, my goal, my story.



In each thought, word, and deed,
may my living bring you glory. R

3. May | weep with those who weep,
share the joy of sister, brother.

In the welcome of Christ,

may we welcome one another. R

Words: Ruth Duck, 1994. Words copyright © 1996 The Pilgrim Press. Used by permission.

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

THE WORD (SCRIPTURE) John 12:1-8

A Prophet Woman Anoints Jesus
Based on Matthew 26:6-13, Mark 14:3-9, John 12:1-8

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

SONG I’ve Been Healing
by the Singing Mamas Org

OFFERING
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN MV # 194 Bread of Life Feed My Soul

1. Bread of life, feed my soul,

as the presence of the Spirit makes me whole.
Bread of life, fill my heart

with the grace and mercy you impart.

2. | have heard your voice calling,
"Come, my friend, and share

in the feast that is laid out for you
to show how much | care."

3. Bread of life, help me live

a life as pure and true as Jesus did.

Bread of life, help me see

the boundless love of Christ for you and me.

4. | have heard your voice calling,
"Come, my friend, and share



in the feast that is laid out for you
to show how much | care"

5. Bread of life, feed my soul,
as the presence of the Spirit makes me whole.
Bread of life, fill my heart
with the grace and mercy you impart.
Words: Stephen Spencer, 2005
Words copyright (c) 2005 by Stephen Spencer, 38 Goldsboro Ave., Riverview, NB, EIB 4K4.
Used by permission.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
INVITATION

CALL TO GIVE THANKS

May God be with you.
And also with you.

Open your hearts.
We open our hearts to God.

Let us give thanks to God our Creator.
It is right to give God our thanks and our praise.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Listen. Pay attention. In the hustle and bustle, in the chatter and cacophony of
chaos, in the pauses between our words, God is here among us. Let us open our
senses and hearts to God.

We open them to God, to one another, and to all of creation.
Let us take a moment and a breath to give thanks to God.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of life and love,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God.
Hosanna in the highest.

And another breath

And we breathe out in gratitude, praising God.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE



Let us pray

O Holy One, In our worrying about how to make ends meet,
we couldn’t understand your belief in us, O God.

In our desire to continue to do things as we have always done,
we couldn’t receive your call to transformation.

In our need to build ourselves up in order to tear others down,
we couldn’t pay attention to the Spirit’s truth within us.

We forgot our story.
We forgot that you, O God, are with us in your gifts of love.

Remembering now, we proclaim,
Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again.

And we open our hearts to you in prayer—both for ourselves and for one
another:

(a time of silent prayer)

Yet, fire and division still rend us asunder when we turn away from you.
In Love, in Jesus, you gave your own self—unconditionally—
that we might once again remember our story and our identity.

In response to our fear and our divisions,
Love Incarnate modelled a different Way.

JESUS’ PRAYER

Our Mother Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil

for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,



now and for ever. Amen.
SHARING THE BREAD
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

HYMN VU # 642, vs 1, 2 & 4:

1 Be thou my vision, O joy of my heart;
naught be all else to me save that thou art,
thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom, my calm in all strife;
| ever with thee, and thou in my life;

thou loving parent, thy child may I be,
thou in me dwelling, and | one with thee.

4 Riches | heed not, nor vain empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always;
thou and thou only, the first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

SENDING

BLESSING AND SENDING

SENDING SONG

Be Thou My Vision

Let Go, Let Come
By Pierre Gallant

Thank you for joining in worship today §
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UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

Merging Waters
United Church


http://www.mergingwaters.ca/

April 13 Palm Sunday Annual meeting after worship
Please bring your lunch!

April 17 Please refer to our Holy Week poster in this

Maundy newsletter!

Thursday

April 18

Good Friday

April 20

Easter Sunday




