
 

Merging Waters United Church 

Sunday Morning Worship May 11, 2025 

Mother’s Day/Family Sunday 

WELCOME / BIENVENUE 

People of all ages, identities, and 
walks of life are welcome. 

Wherever you are, whoever you are, 
we welcome you in love and 
community to worship. 

Wherever we are, we’re close in one 
another’s hearts. 

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, 
l’identité ou les conditions de vie. 

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, 
nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté 
pour louer Dieu ensembles. 

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance. 

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras. 

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do 
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person. 

Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de 
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits 
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne. 

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without 
authorization. 

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans 
autorisation. 

WELCOME 

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE  

GATHERING 
 



ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY 
 
OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE) 
 
CENTERING MUSIC                       Magnolia 

 Pierre Gallant 
SPIRITUAL FOCUS 
Do you know who you are? 
We are those who resist fear, courageously walking 
in the valley of darkness, knowing we are never alone. 
 
Do you know who you are? 
We are those who resist all manner of violence,  
Trusting in the way of the Christ. 
 
Do you know who you are? 
We are those who resist conforming  
to the demands and norms of injustice,  
putting our trust in the One who says, “The greatest is love” 
 
Do you know who you are? 
We are those who have been given a new identity 
In the resurrected Christ and known  
through the love we share. 
 
Then let us rise up in worship and service to the God of 
justice and compassion for surely goodness and mercy 
will follow us all the days of our lives. 
  
THIS IS WHO WE ARE 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Guide us, O Great Love.  
We are travellers on a journey of life.  
In our weakness, be our strength.  
In our fears, hold us safe in the shadow of your wings.  
Be bread for the journey.  
Be to us like a healing stream in a barren dessert. 
Be to us like a gentle rain on a thirsty garden. 
Be life on the way.  
Be our Good Shepherd.  
Work in us to shape a new tomorrow, today. 
Guide us, O Great Love, we ask. Amen. 



 
HYMN MV # 144                        Like a Healing Stream 
 
1. Like a healing stream in a barren desert, 
Spirit water bringing life to dusty earth, 
God is trickling through our lives 
as in a dream unfolding, 
promising revival and rebirth... 
like a healing stream. 
 
2. Like a gentle rain on a thirsty garden, 
Spirit water come to nourish tiny seed, 
God is bubbling through the soil 
to coax a new creation, 
yearning for an end to want and need... 
like a gentle rain. 
 
3. Like a river strong with a restless current, 
Spirit water rushing on to distant shore, 
God is carving out a channel 
in a new direction, 
calling for an end to hate and war... 
like a river strong. 
 
4. Like a mighty sea reaching far horizons, 
Spirit water with a love both deep and wide, 
God is working in our hearts 
to shape a new tomorrow: 
God will always challenge and provide! 
Like a mighty sea, like a river strong, 
like a gentle rain, like a healing stream. 

 
Words: Bruce Harding, 2003 

Words copyright © 2003 by Bruce Harding, www.evensong.ca. Used by permission. 
 
FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
THE WORD (SCRIPTURE)     Acts 9:36–43 NRSVUE 

Peter in Lydda and Joppa 
36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is 
Dorcas.[a] She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she 
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room 



upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, 
sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter 
got up and went with them, and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. 
All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 
Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them outside, and then 
he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then 
she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped 
her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42 This became 
known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile, he stayed in 
Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

HYMN MV # 187              Reamo Leboga 

Tswana: 
Reamo leboga, (3x) 
modimo wa rona. 
 
English: 
1. We give our thanks to God, (4x) 
 
2. We give our hands to you, (3x) 
because you reached for us. 
 
3. We give our eyes to you, (3x) 
because you looked for us. 
 
4. We give our f eet to you, (3x) 
because you walk with us. 
 
5. We give our hearts to you, (3x) 
because you first loved us. 
 

Words: traditional song, Botswana, as taught by Daisy Nsakazongwe 
English paraphrase and transcription: I-to Loh; French trans. David Fines, 2006 

Alternate English words: Andrew Donaldson 
Transcription and English paraphrase copyright © 1986 World Council of Churches and the 

Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music. Used by permission. 
 

OFFERING INVITATION 

OFFERING SONG           Just a Closer Walk with Thee 



Traditional Gospel 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Through the peaks and valleys of life, you accompany us, O God. We offer these gifts 
so that stories may be shared of encounters with you on the road of life. Amen. 

Karen Boivin, Bells Corners U.C., Ottawa, Ont.  
Gathering Lent/Easter 2025. Used with permission 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Shepherding God, many voices are telling us who we are, who we should be. 
Help us to listen to the voice that unites us with your eternal love. 
We have many examples of how we should live. 
Help us follow the examples of generosity and caring. 
Many people feel they must hide their true identity if 
they are to be fully accepted and welcome. 
Help us be a community that welcomes people from 
every nation, tribe, and language without exception. 
There are many times when we are tempted to equate 
peace with power over others. 
Help us rise up to a way of living where peace comes 
through our capacity to care. 
Renew us in our commitment and dedication to following 
the way of compassion. 
In this next moment, we lift up to you out loud and in the silence of our hearts, those 
in our midst, in the neighborhood and the world needing Your love, Your, 
compassion, your peace. 
 
May our lives and our living testify to the truth of your love and grace. Amen. 
 

JESUS’ PRAYER in the language of our hearts 

 
CLOSING HYMN VU # 509          Here I Am, Lord 

1 I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright.  
Who will bear my light to them?  
Whom shall I send? 
 
Refrain: 



Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night.  
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people's pain, 
I have wept for love of them; they turn away.  
I will break their hearts of stone, 
give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send? R 
 
3 I, the Lord of wind and flame,  
I will tend the poor and lame, 
I will set a feast for them;  
my hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide  
till their hearts be satisfied.  
I will give my life to them.  
Whom shall I send? R 
 
BLESSING & SENDING 

Go forth as those who resist the limitations, boundaries, 
and confines that this world often expects, trusting 
instead in the power and strength of God’s grace 
to make all things new. 
We go as followers of the risen Christ, committed 
to the fulfillment of God’s love and justice and that 
day when hunger and thirst will be no more, and all 
people are nourished by the waters of life. 
 

SENDING SONG             The Glory of Love 
Bill Hill 

 

Thank you for joining in worship today ❤ 

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH 
A community of caring within the United Church of Canada 
24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue 



Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor 
Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music 
Jo-Anne Windover, Office Administrator 
office@mergingwaters.ca 
(514) 457-5819 
www.mergingwaters.ca 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m. 

 

May 18 Communion 

May 25 Intercultural # 10 
Recognition of Carling Barry’s Field 
Placement 

Looking Ahead – June 1 A special service to celebrate Lisa’s 
commissioning with reception to follow. 
Save the date and watch for more details! 

 


