Merging Waters United Church
Creation Time 1

Sunday Morning Worship September 14, 2025
WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, Peu importe oll que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
we welcome you in love and nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we're close in one  Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidéles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.

WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

In our journey toward reconciliation, we acknowledge,



this day, that we gather for worship on the traditional territories
Kanienkeha:ka, Anishnaabeg and Huron Wendats Peoples

and the other Indigenous peoples who preceded them—

the original nations of this land—

and we acknowledge with respect

their history, their spirituality, and their culture.

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE)

Too much pain in our world is caused by arrogance.

We can easily think we are the only ones who are right.

Let us be open to the holy in other people, the light of Christ shining in other people.
Let us rejoice that God’s peace can be upon us all as we light the candle of Christ.

GATHERING SONG Gather Us In

Pierre Gallant

XX
SPIRITUAL FOCUS

The roads we travelled today to this place helped us experience a small part of God’s
beautiful creation. We glory in the foods that are produced in our midst:

the awesome diversity of apples and bean:s,

beets, blueberries and broccoli,

tomatoes and carrots,

corn and cucumbers.

God feeds us through the warmth of sunshine, the rain, and the rich soil. We are God’s
creation partners who sow the seeds and keep threats to growth to a minimum.
We do our part as co-creators in our small corners.

And yet, God’s creation is so much bigger than we can even imagine. The universe is
filled with things we have not even seen.

We cannot understand the whole picture of creation,

but we can move back from time to time to remember

that we are not the only ones God has created.

Let us worship our Creator God, with praise, with love, and with hope!

Adapted from the Gathering P-2, EFric Hébert-Daly

GATHERING PRAYER

Creator God, you have given us this beautiful earth and all that grows and lives upon
it, the birds in the sky and the fish in the seas. We thank you. We notice your voice on



the gentle summer breeze or the crisp winter wind. We feel your peace on the shores
of the lake on a quiet summer’s eve or in the pristine snow on a clear, cold night.
Yet, there are times when we only know the shadows, find ourselves heaped in
despair, lost or alone. Then, may our burdens be lightened and your presence shine
through to warm our hearts, transforming the pain that we hold in our lives.

We pray for your guidance and courage, so that we notice your presence around us
and within.

Wrap us safely in your arms and help us to move with confidence and courage,
believing in all we are capable of. Whisper gently through the birds and leaves and
breezes, so that we may find strength through your enduring love.

Thank you for the promise of hope, the belief of peace, the gift of joy, and your
abiding love that surrounds us in Creation. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: MV #10 Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom

1. Come and seek the ways of Wisdom,
she who danced when earth was new.
Follow closely what she teaches,

for her words are right and true.
Wisdom clears the path to justice,
showing us what love must do.

2. Listen to the voice of Wisdom,
crying in the marketplace.

Hear the Word made flesh among us,
full of glory, truth, and grace.

When the word takes root and ripens,
peace and righteousness embrace.

3. Sister Wisdom, come, assist us;
nurture all who seek rebirth.
Spirit-guide and close companion,
bring to light our sacred worth.
Free us to become your people,
holy friends of God and earth.

WELCOME BACK
FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

THE WORD Luke 15:1-10 NRSVUE
The Parable of the Lost Sheep



15 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and
eats with them.”

3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the
one that is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders
and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors,
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found my lost sheep.” 7 Just so, 1 tell you,
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who need no repentance.

The Parable of the Lost Coin

8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? ® And when she has
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for |
have found the coin that | had lost.” 1 Just so, 1 tell you, there is joy in the presence of
the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
HYMN VU #360 A Woman and a

Coin

1 A woman and a coin - the coin is lost!

How much it means to her, what time and toil,
what part it was to play in her bright dreams!
Am | that treasured coin worth searching for?
I'm found, and you rejoice!

What love! What love!

2 A shepherd and a sheep - the sheep is lost!
Far from the flock, the one in hundred cries,
then, risking life, the shepherd's voice and staff!
Am | that treasured sheep worth dying for?

| live, and you rejoice!

What love! What love!

3 A parent and a child - the child is lost!
The parent feeds on memories and hope,
the prodigal on husks and one last chance.
Am | that treasured child worth waiting for?



I'm home, and you rejoice!
What love! What love!

4 Dear God, you sought us when the world was lost,
you gave your only son at what a cost;

your spirit welcomes home the tempest-tossed:

now we can be all you were dreaming of

We're safe, and you rejoice!

What love! What love!

OFFERING INVITATION
OFFERING HYMN TLUS #60

There’s enough for all if we would learn to share it,
there’s enough for all oh, help us to believe.

There’s enough for all.

Let’s bring our loaves and fishes, and share them just like Jesus.

There’s more than enough for you and me.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

There’s Enough for All

Holy One, you have called us friends and named us partners in your work of Creation.
Accept the gifts we bring and bless them for your use, that they may reveal to others
the depth of your love for all people and for Creation itself. Amen

BLESSING THE BACKPACKS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of all people,

you call us to be prophets,

to proclaim your word in all places.
Fill us with your spirit;

empower and encourage us

to believe in ourselves, and to be
true disciples of Jesus.

JESUS’ PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER In the language of your soul

CLOSING HYMN: VU # 359

He Came Singing Love



1 He came singing love and he lived singing love;
he died singing love.

He arose in silence.

For the love to go on we must make it our song;
you and | be the singers.

2 He came singing faith and he lived singing faith;
he died singing faith.

He arose in silence.

For the faith to go on we must make it our song;
you and | be the singers.

3 He came singing hope and he lived singing hope;
he died singing hope.

He arose in silence.

For the hope to go on we must make it our song;
you and | be the singers.

4 He came singing peace and he lived singing peace;
he died singing peace.

He arose in silence.

For the peace to go on we must make it our song;
you and | be the singers.

BLESSING & SENDING
SENDING HYMN TLUS #148 We Have Been Called

1. We have been called.

We have been called to celebrate our home here in love’s wide embrace.
To bear in mind,

to bear in mind all that we share;

To join the song of love’s good ways.

Hallelujah we have been called to join the song of love’s good ways.

2. We have been held.

We have been held in tender care as we lay wounded by the road.
Receiving grace,

receiving healing at the hands of strangers with the face of God.
Hallelujah, we have been healed by strangers with the face of God.

3. We have been sent.

We have been sent and gladly go to stand where borders must be crossed.
To challenge powers,

to challenge powers, to welcome all, embracing love’s full joys and costs.
Hallelujah, we have been sent embracing love’s full joys and costs.



Thank you for joining in worship today v
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UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

September 21

Intercultural session #11
\World Week for Peace in Israel and Palestine
International Day of Peace

September 28

Mental Health with panel and workshop

Merging Waters
United Church



