World Food Day October 19, 2025

Life and work of community (Jan)

Acknowledgement of traditional territory: Story of the Three Sisters (Sandy)
Lighting the candle (Sandy)

Music: Spare Parts: Room at the Table (by Carrie Newcomer)

Opening prayer/Spiritual focus (Helen)

We gather today with hearts full of gratitude for the abundance of creation.
We are blessed by the earth’s capacity to nourish and sustain all life.

Yet, we are mindful of the many who go without, who hunger for food, for justice,
and for hope.

As we come together on this World Food Day, let us open our eyes to see the
needs of our neighbours, near and far.

Open our hands to share generously from the bounty we have received.

Open our hearts to work for a world where no one is left hungry, and all can share
in the feast of your love.

May we be inspired to act with compassion, courage, and commitment.

May our prayers, our words, and our deeds reflect a vision of a world where all
are fed, and all are loved.

Introduction to World Food Day (Helen + audio by Carling)
More Voices # 194: Bread of Life, Feed My Soul

Story of the Food Cupboard (audio by Carling)

Music: More Voices: #191 What Can | Do?

Story of the Community Supper (audio by Carling)

Quotes from participants (Michael playing music in background. About 2.5 min)
Music: More Voices #165 There is a Time

Offering invitation (Susan C.):

In our offering we share not only measurable treasures of time, talents and resources,
we also radically commit to sharing immeasurable gifts of forgiveness, grace,
compassion, acceptance and loving concern for each other and with ourselves.



Offering Music: Spare Parts: Sharing (by Jack Johnson)
Prayer of dedication for the offering (Susan C.)
Prayers of the People: (Susan H.)

We lift our hearts up to you, God,

in praise and thanksgiving.

As we count our blessings and acknowledge your
goodness,

our hearts go out to those who do not have,
and who are in need.

We thank you for plentiful harvests and full
refrigerators

and ask that you supply the needs

of those who are hungry.

We thank you for jobs that provide for our families
and supply the needs of our society,

and pray that you would care for those who have
no work, or the dignity and purpose it brings.
We thank you for opportunities and choices,

for meaning and challenges,

and pray that you

would give a sense of purpose

to those who feel trapped.

We thank you for family and friends who love us
and care for us

and pray that you would befriend

those who are alone.

The abundance of the harvest is a symbol of the
abundance of your love in our lives.

May we live in a spirit of gratitude to you and
generosity to our neighbour.

Loving God, in this season and all year long,
give to us the gift of a thankful heart,

so that we may acknowledge you as the giver
of all that is good in our lives.

In the name of Jesus we ask it.

From: The Presbyterian Church of Canada

Jesus’s Prayer/Lord’s Prayer (Susan H)

Eternal Spirit,

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be.
Father and Mother of us all,



Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo
through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed
by peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done
by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
Sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.

Written by Jim Cotter 1988. (VU 916b)

Sending (Susan C.)
We Dare to Dream

We dare to dream of a world

in which hunger is unknown:

where scarcity is an illusion,

and everyone has a place at the table.
We dare to dream of a world

in which generosity is the norm:
where greed finds no foothold,

and there is more than enough for all.
We dare to dream of a world

in which love rules:

where compassion is the first response,
and there is no place for bigotry.

We dare to dream.

We dare to pray.

We dare to believe

From United Church of Canada World Food Day 2022

Music: Spare Parts: Tears Are Not Enough (Words by Bryan Adams and Jim
Vallance; Music by David Foster)






