THE WILL TO

Merging Waters United Church
Advent IV- Merciful Love
Sunday Morning Worship December 21, 2025

WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you Peu importe ol que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
are, we welcome you in and nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we're close in one Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fideles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.



Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.

WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

GATHERING SONG: A New

Commandment
Unknown

SPIRITUAL FOCUS

We gather together in this place:

prophets and dreamers, singers and poets,
we who dare to imagine a world renewed;
we who dare to dream God’s dream.

We speak out with Zechariah.

God’s name be blessed forever!

For God has remembered us in grace and forgiveness,
and remained faithful to us in love.

Because of God’s tender compassion,

the dawn from on high will rise over us.

Come and worship, all you who dream and wait.
We have come to wonder and praise.

Adapted from: The Will to Dream Advent
GATHERING PRAYER

God of liberation and courageous love, your love reaches beyond all boundaries of
prejudice and fear. Your tenderness is offered not only to the powerful or deserving,
but to all people, according to your infinite compassion. Teach us to love widely and
boldly, honoring the dignity of all and trusting your promise that the way of love is the

way of life, Amen.
Adapted from:The Will to Dream Advent

GATHERING HYMN MV #89 Love Is the Touch

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING



The birth of Jesus has been told and retold a thousand times and in a thousand ways.
All: Its impact cannot be contained in any one perspective. But who is telling the
story changes how we hear it, how we imagine it, how we experience it.
We light the candle of hope because hope creates a path for a new, unknown story
to unfold.
Light the first candle.
We light the candle of peace because peace requires us to pay attention to the needs
of those around us.
Light the second candle.
And we light the candle of joy because joy sustains us in the midst of uncertainty.
Light the third (pink) candle.
Close your eyes for a moment and imagine what you once thought was impossible
coming to fruition: the husband of Elizabeth never believing they would be parents,
holding his infant son, John.
(wait a full ten seconds before speaking resumes)
Open your eyes. Zechariah, holding John, experiences an unexpected joy that leads to
love.
A love that reclaims and reorients all who are present toward the possibilities of God.
A love that makes the most difficult of situations bearable and all things seem possible,
even situations that dehumanize, harm, and belittle.
A love that invites a lifelong, generation-transcending commitment to mercy, justice,

and peace.

Today, we also light the candle of love because love makes the impossible possible.
Light the fourth candle.

CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN TLUS #55 We Light This Candle

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART Candidate for Ministry- Carling Barry
ZECHARIAH

THE WORD LUKE 1:57-80

The Birth of John the Baptist

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. >® Her neighbors
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced
with her.

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name
him Zechariah after his father. ¢©°But his mother said, “No; he is to be called

John.” ¢ They said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” 62 Then they began
motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. ¢ He asked for a
writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were

amazed. % Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to
speak, praising God. % Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things were
talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. ¢ All who heard them



pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” For indeed the hand of
the Lord was with him.
Zechariah’s Prophecy
67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favorably onl! his people and redeemed them.
% He has raised up a mighty savior®™ for us
in the house of his child David,
"0 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
I that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.
2Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors
and has remembered his holy covenant,
3the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,
to grant us 7 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, 7>in holiness and righteousness
in his presence all our days.
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
7to give his people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their inequities.
8 Because of the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break!d uponld! us,
?to shine upon those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the
day he appeared publicly to Israel.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

FOOD FOR THOUGHT Candidate for Ministry- Carling Barry
SONG Love Is

John Lennon

OFFERING INVITATION
OFFERING HYMN MV # 183 I’m Gonna Shout, Shout

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Holy God, we bring our gifts and offerings to you because the voices of the prophets
remind us of something bigger, something greater than any system this world offers us.
We believe when we trust you with our resources, the kin-dom of God comes much
closer to reality on earth. Help us steward these gifts to create abundant life and love.
Amen.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A57-80&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24954a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A57-80&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24955b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A57-80&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24964c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A57-80&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24964d

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God, in whom we live and move and have our being,
your love is the heart of this season.

Here we tell the story of Love-Made-Flesh,

of presence come near, of sacred solidarity.

Your incarnation reminds us:

to love means to show up, with and for each other,
with and for this holy, hurting world.

In this silence, we lift to you prayers for places and people
yearning to know your nearness...

(SILENCE)

Hear our prayers, Lord.

May your gentle love make us brave and kind.

Your love is the heart of this community.

Here we remember and celebrate your faithfulness,
leading and liberating your people,

granting visions, empowering voices.

We remember those who have been hurt

by abusive power and exploitative systems,

and we lament and ask forgiveness of cruelties committed in your name.
In this silence, we lift to you prayers for this church and for the church universal...
(SILENCE)

Hear our prayers, Lord.

May your fierce love make us bold dreamers.

Your love is the heart of our world.

You choose connection with us all.

Wherever there is hurt, you feel it.

Wherever there is harm, you suffer it.

Wherever there is delight, you dance in it.

Teach us to be so connected that we might know

the transformative power of covenantal love.

In this silence, we lift to you the prayers of our hearts...
(SILENCE)

Hear our prayers, Lord.

May your boundless love make all things whole.
Amen.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
COMMUNION HYMN TLUS # 28 I’m Gonna Sit at the Welcome
Table

The Great Thanksgiving
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your fears, your hopes, your dreams.



We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to our generous, imaginative God.
We joyfully give our thanks and praise.

And so, with your people on earth and all the saints who have gone before us,
we praise your name and join the unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
Because of these simple and remarkable acts,
we offer ourselves to be your hands and feet,
and we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ was executed.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Jesus’ Prayer/The Lord’s Prayer

Sharing the Feast (Music: A Time for Love- Johnny Mandel)

Prayer Following Communion

Affirmation of Love
AFFIRMATION OF LOVE
Let us affirm God’s gift of bold and liberating love.
We believe in the power of love, love that not only comforts but liberates. A
love constructed with care, compassion, and courage, providing shelter and
safety for all God’s children.
We believe in love’s guardrails of grace, forgiveness, and compassion. Love
does not demand or wait for perfection, but scoops us up in arms of
unconditional care, where we are, as we are.
We believe, with gratitude, in a legacy of love, a long thread of memory
recalling who we are and whose we are, stitching us into its tapestry of
belonging.
We believe love is not earned. Love is not control. Love is care and
connection.
We believe love holds no secrets. Love does not shame. Love speaks up. Love
makes space.
Because God’s love doesn’t give up on us, we will not give up on each other
or ourselves.
We will remember and bless.
We will repair what is broken.
We will look for the dawn of God’s love in and around us.



CLOSING HYMN The Will to Dream

Words & music by Nathan Evand fox, Andrea Hamilton, and Amanda Meisenheimer

BLESSING & SENDING

To embody love is more than sentiment.

It is choosing, every day, to see the worth and good

in others, ourselves and this world.

So go forth from this place modeling courageous compassionate love,

and remember God is love.

Though it may be difficult to fully understand,

we see what it means modeled in Jesus. Jesus showing us the way forward, one step at
a time, a journey to Hope, Peace, Joy and Courageous Love.

May blessings flow from your mouth, feet, hands as you seek to be love in this world.

Go out into the world, embracing the will to dream,
and may the love God has for you warm your soul for the days ahead!

SENDING SONG What the World Needs Now
Words by Hal David, Music by Burt Bacharach

Thank you for joining in worship today ¥

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH Merging Waters

A community of caring within the United Church of Canada United Church
24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue

Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor

Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music o Y
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office@mergingwaters.ca

(514) 457-5819

www.mergingwaters.ca

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

21-Dec Advent 4: Courageous, Liberating Love
Communion
24-Dec Christmas Eve: Embodied Love

(Wednesday) Service at 7 pm



http://www.mergingwaters.ca/

January 4

Epiphany
Looking back at last year and looking forward
to the new!




