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WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you Peu importe ou que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
are, we welcome you in and nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we're close in one Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidéles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.



WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE

GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

GATHERING SONG:

The Will to Dream

Words & music by Nathan Evand fox, Andrea Hamilton, and Amanda

How long will the poor be hungry

How long will the babies cry

How long will the people weep

For the trees are gone and the wells run dry
The well run dry

There’s work in the waiting

Give us the will to dream, the will to dream
Give us the will to dream

Give us the will to dream, the will to dream
Give us the will to dream as we prepare the way

How long have we held a promise
Held a promise to be kept

To bring down the proud and mighty
And make sure every belly’s fed
Make sure every bell’s fed

There’s work in the waiting

Give us the will to dream, the will to dream
Give us the will to dream

Give us the will to dream, the will to dream
Give us the will to dream as we prepare the way

There’s work in the waiting
Longin’ for the things of love
Livin’ from our longing
Preparing for the One

Holy one, you never left us
Never turned your face away
We turn to you to help us dream
Of kin-dom come to us today

Meisenheimer



Give us the will to dream, the will to dream
Give us the will to dream

Give us the will to dream, the will to dream
Give us the will to dream as we prepare the way
Give us the will to dream as we prepare the way

SPIRITUAL FOCUS

We gather together in this place:
prophets and dreamers, singers and poets,
we who dare to imagine a world renewed;
we who dare to dream God’s dream.
We watch with Malachi and John.
God’s peace will soon appear.
The hills and valleys will meet,
and all things will be at rest.
We long for a world restored, renewed.
The passion of God’s justice burns in our hearts.
Come and worship, all you who dream and wait.
We have come to wonder and praise.
Adapted: The Will to Dream Advent

GATHERING PRAYER

God of truth-telling,
help us to witness our world with your loving perspective.
When we would rather ignore the pain around us,
give us the courage to pay attention.
When we are only interested in our own stories and suffering,
help us be curious about people who are far away or very different.
When we feel annoyed or even angry about the behavior of others,
give us the patience and grace to be good neighbors anyway.
When the cries of the brokenhearted seem too overwhelming,
help us dream of new ways to show support, new ways to love.
Because you never turn away from us,
fill us with determination to turn our faces towards our neighbors who need us.
In the name of the one who knows our needs, we pray.
Amen.
Adapted from: The Will to Dream Advent

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

The birth of Jesus has been told and retold a thousand times and in a thousand ways.
Its impact cannot be contained in any one perspective. But who is telling the story
changes how we hear it, how we imagine it, how we experience it.

We light the candle of hope because hope creates a path for a new, unknown story
to unfold.

Light the first candle



Close your eyes for a moment. What we often see this side of history in paintings or
nativities is a peaceful still life of the blessed family, Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus.
Imagine visiting the newborn infant.

Open your eyes. Babies are not always quiet. If something is wrong or they need
attention, they cry out regardless of what anyone else is saying or doing. Those around
the baby must choose to respond to their cries.

The same is true for injustice. When needs go unmet or injustice occurs, the cries of
those affected rise in hopes of being heard by those nearby.

A cry is a call for peace. Peace in an unfed belly, peace for safety and security, peace to
be clean and have dignity. The infant Jesus broke the silence, crying out to bring peace
to the world.

Jesus, like Malachi, John, and other prophets before him, calls us in the loudest of cries
to peace.

Today, we also light the candle of peace because peace requires us to pay attention
to the needs of those around us.

CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN TLUS #55 Eng & Fr ~ We Light This Candle
LISTENING & RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

INTERGENERATIONAL CHRISTMAS STORY
What if, A Christmas Pageant, written by Rev. Ruth Noble

SONG Christmas Time Is Here
HYMN VU # 38 Angels We have Heard on High
HYMN TLUS # 28 vs, 4 I’'m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table
HYMN VU #48 vs 1 & 3 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
SONG Joseph’s Lullaby by Mercy Me
SONG O Star of Wonder, Star of Night
SONG We Wish You a Merry Christmas

OFFERING INVITATION
OFFERING HYMN MV # 183 I’'m Gonna Shout, Shout Out My Love

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Holy God, we bring our gifts and offerings to you because the voices of the prophets
remind us of something bigger, something greater than any system this world offers us.
We believe when we trust you with our resources, the kin-dom of God comes much



closer to reality on earth. Help us steward these gifts to create abundant life and love.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE-

God, we are your people,

shaped by your creative will, animated by your life-giving breath.
As we enter now into a spirit of prayer,

awaken us to your presence within and all around us.

We breathe in belonging; we breathe out care.

We know that to breathe together is to con-spire.

And so as we share this silence,

we remember that we belong to one another;

that you have made all of us each other’s keepers.

We breathe in communion; we breathe out commitment.

We pray for the peace of all people on earth,

may every elder be sheltered in care,

may every child know silliness and security,

may every friend be enfolded in beloved community.
We breathe in hope; we breathe out love.

We pray for the peace that is not only silence, but songs and shouts of
justice;

not only stillness, but free and playful movement.

We pray for the peace that is full bellies and hearts,

safe streets and homes, a kin(g)dom governed by care.

We breathe in promise; we breathe out possibility.

Strengthen us to hear what the prophet says to us this day.

Turn our hearts to you and to one another, and put us to the tasks of
repair—

naming and mending what’s broken;

tending and healing what’s hurt;

dreaming, and risking, and working for the world of your shalom.
We breathe in courage; we breathe out peace.

Amen.

JESUS’ PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER



BLESSING & SENDING

Go out into the world, embracing the will to dream,
and may the peace we have experienced here
sustain you for the days ahead.

SENDING SONG

Thank you for joining in worship today v

Magnum Mysterium
Michael Woytiuk
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UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

7-Dec Advent 2: Disruptive Peace
White Gift Sunday
Intergenerational pageant @

14-Dec Advent 3: Prophetically Defiant Joy
Celebration of Baptism

16-Dec Blue Christmas Service
For those experiencing grief during this season
At Cedar Park United, 7 pm

21-Dec Advent 4: Courageous, Liberating Love
Communion
24-Dec Christmas Eve: Embodied Love

(Wednesday) Service at 7 pm

Merging Waters
United Church



