
 

 

 

Merging Waters United Church 

“Light Sunday”, Third after Epiphany  

 

Sunday Morning Worship January 25, 2026 

WELCOME / BIENVENUE 

People of all ages, identities, and 
walks of life are welcome. 

Wherever you are, whoever you are, 
we welcome you in love and 
community to worship. 

Wherever we are, we’re close in one 
another’s hearts. 

Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge, 
l’identité ou les conditions de vie. 

Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, 
nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté 
pour louer Dieu ensembles. 

Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance. 

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras. 

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do 
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person. 

Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de 
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits 
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne. 

 



To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without 
authorization. 

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans 
autorisation. 

 

WELCOME 

LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE  

GATHERING 
 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY 
 
We acknowledge the unceded territories that we share with and are grateful for:  the 
Kanienkehà:ka, Huron-Wendat and Anishinaabeg Peoples.   
 
We recognize the injustices and failures in context of the broken treaties and pledge to 
work towards truth and reconciliation in shared experience of this beautiful land, 
storytelling and the connection between all living creatures that share Turtle Island. 
 
We are grateful for the thoughtful symbolism of the one dish one spoon. This 
symbolized for many Indigenous Peoples making treaties with one another to avoid 
violent conflict. The “dish” represented the land that was to be shared peacefully, and 
the “spoon” represented the individuals living on and using the resources of the land in 
a spirit of mutual co-operation. This is the way we need to live. A way towards the 
light of peace, love and respect.  
 
As we work towards truth and reconciliation, we look towards light which signifies 
hope, awareness, new beginnings, and the shared responsibility to build a better 
future for generations to come. Light connects to the idea of seeing clearly, 
understanding our roles in ecosystems. We can learn and honour the ways many 
Indigenous People’s live, and their teachings about all our relations where everything is 
connected and interconnected, We also can learn and need to learn to live with 
humility and respect for the earth, and all creation as taught by Indigenous Peoples. It's 
about bringing light to historical truths, fostering healing, a way forward, and taking 
concrete steps towards equity and Indigenous sovereignty. 
 
                                Updated Land Acknowledgement by Carling & Susan Barry 
 

 
 

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE) 
 



Today is the Third Sunday of Epiphany, this is a time for light to shine in a time of fear 
anxiety and uncertainty. We light this candle to reminds us of the responsibility “to go 
light our world" as Christ is the Light of the World. It is a call to take individual & 
collective responsibility to use our own "light" through (kindness, offering hope & 
peace, service, love and social justice) to brighten the world around us.  

Carling Barry 
 
GATHERING SONG          Possibility 

  Michael Woytiuk 
 
SPIRITUAL FOCUS                                               
 
We breathe the light, we breathe the music, we breathe the moment as it passes 
through us." — Anne Rice 
 
GATHERING PRAYER 

          
Loving God, we gather together today to remember that Jesus is the light of the world. 
We are reminded that through Jesus, our light, God transforms despair into hope 
through a powerful, glorious revelation, of Jesus as Messiah. Let us reflect that light so 
we can support others to see the light can light and illuminate the each other and the 
world during these uncertain times. Let us give thanks to God for her love and light.  

 Carling Barry  
 
GATHERING HYMN: VU # 82                                  A Light is Gleaming         
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
THE WORD              Isaiah 9:1-4 NRSVUE 

9 [a]But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. … 

2 [b]The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied exultation;[c] 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden 
    and the bar across their shoulders, 



    the rod of their oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT     

HYMN TLUS # 54                                        I know that Ev’ry Time I 
Pray    

OFFERING INVITATION 

OFFERING SONG                                               This Little Light of Mine 
          Traditional Spiritual 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Holy Creator, we give you ourselves and work to be the light for you, and for all 
creation. 
We ask that your divine light shine in our hearts today. We work together to dedicate 
our lives, these gifts, our thoughts, and actions to you, seeking to walk as a child of the 
light in a world often covered in gloom 
Help us be beacon of hope to the weary and a witness to the True Light that gives life 
to everyone.  
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

KC Underground Network & Adapted by Carling Barry  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Let us now pray to the Mother/Father of light 
that we may truly become the salt and the light of the world/earth 
Let us say: Jesus, guide us with your light. 
 
That there may be more love on earth,  
we ask you to support your children to be more understanding 
and kind and compassionate to one another 
and to share more readily with those in need, so we pray:  
Jesus, guide us with your light. 
 
 
That there may be more peace on earth, 
That all nations put an end to words of hatred 
and threats of war & revenge, we pray:  
Jesus, guide us with your light. 



 
That there may be more joy on earth, 
help us show empathy and affection to one another, 
to be faithful in our friendships 
and concerned about our communities and those in need, we pray:  
Jesus, guide us with your light. 
 
That there may be more hope in times of uncertainty 
For all who are hurting, grieving, suffering 
Connecting with each other and letting them know they are not alone, we pray 
Jesus, guide us with your light. 
 
That there may be more faith on earth, 
help us live as children of light before you 
and with and for all creation, we pray:  
Jesus, guide us with your light. 
 
God, we pray that your light may shine on all the earth. 
However limited we are, let our words and actions 
reflect the light of your love, 
In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

                            Written by Liturgy Alive, Adapted by Carling Barry 
 
JESUS’ PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER    
 
SENDING HYMN  TLUS#  99                   I’m Sending You Light 
 
BLESSING & SENDING 
May you be blessed as you leave today, remember that you are a child of God. Let us 
continue to be the light wherever we may go.  

                                              Carling Barry  
 
SENDING SONG            Season of Light 

Jacob Narverud 

Thank you for joining in worship today ❤ 

 

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH 
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UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m. 

 

January 25 Light Sunday 

February 1 Black History Month starts 

February 8 Intercultural #13 
Soup sale after church 

Feb 15 Transfiguration Sunday 

Communion 

 


