Merging Waters United Church
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First Sunday of Lent, Black History Month
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Sunday Morning Worship February 22, 2026
WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, Peu importe ol que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
we welcome you in love and nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we’re close in one  Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fideles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.



WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY & CANDLE
LIGHTING

Let us begin by acknowledging that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the
Kanienkeha:ka, Huron-Wendat and Anishinaabeg Peoples. Early European settlers were
for the most part welcomed, trusted and supported. The First Peoples shared the
wisdom of the land with us. We cannot live on the land and do the work we do
without understanding the land. We have been complicit in and in many ways
benefited from ongoing colonialism. We are grateful for Indigenous Peoples Resistance
and Resilience in the face of centuries of colonization and attempted genocide. We
honour and give thanks to Indigenous Peoples for sharing the land with us to live, learn
and work here, and express heartfelt gratitude to their ancestors, hereditary leaders and
matriarchs who have stewarded these lands and waters since the beginning of time.

Colonization is ongoing and reminds us that we all hold responsibility to help end this
unjust and violent process. It is a reminder of the discriminatory, racist and colonial
practices that have had a lasting legacy and continue today against Indigenous Peoples
by Canada. This includes but is not limited to the apprehension of children; Murdered
and Missing Indigenous Women, Girls and Two-spirited Peoples; discrimination in the
criminal justice system; removal of Indigenous Peoples from their land, and suppression
of language and culture. We must acknowledge the land as a site of gathering and
resistance while committing to restoring the land and supporting Indigenous led
organizations, services, and movements. We must work to engage in resistance and
solidarity against the injustices inflicted on the Indigenous People, it is imperative we
constantly engage in acts of decolonization.

Written by Wilderness Committee

GATHERING HYMN: MV# 18 Lord Prepare Me

SPIRITUAL FOCUS

Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.

Meditate & Silence

How can |, how can you, how can we "build" in the current, difficult situation rather
than just waiting for it to end? What does it mean for me, you or we to work for
"fruitfulness" where | am?



GATHERING PRAYER

Creator, we come before you today, acknowledging that you watch over our
circumstances, just as you were with your people in Babylon. Like the exiles, we may
not be exactly where we want to be, but we trust that we are where you have placed
us for this season. Help us to 'build houses and settle down'—to invest in the lives and
places around us, rather than living in fear or waiting for life to begin. Give us patience
to trust you're timing and the grace to thrive where we are planted. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

THE WORD Jeremiah 29:1-9 NRSVUE

Jeremiah’s Letter to the Exiles in Babylon

29 These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from
Jerusalem to the remaining elders among the exiles and to the priests, the
prophets, and all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile
from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 This was after King Jeconiah and the queen
mother, the court officials, the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the artisans,
and the smiths had departed from Jerusalem. 3 The letter was sent by the
hand of Elasah son of Shaphan and Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom King
Zedekiah of Judah sent to Babylon to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. It
said: 4 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles
whom | have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: ° Build houses and
live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce. ¢ Take wives and
have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your
daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply
there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where | have
sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare
you will find your welfare. 8 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of
Israel: Do not let the prophets and the diviners who are among you
deceive you, and do not listen to your dreams that you dream, °for it is a
lie that they are prophesying to you in my name; | did not send them, says
the LORD.

SONG By the Rivers of Babylon
lyrics after Psalm 137, in the style of the Soweto Gospel Choir, adapted by M. Woytiuk

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

FOOD FOR THOUGHT Guest: Sheldon Lewis & Rev. Lisa Byer-de-
Wever



OFFERING INVITATION

OFFERING SONG: Sharing Song
Raffi

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Generous loving Creator, we bring our gifts before you and your church like tiny seeds
from a dandelion. Send out these gifts on the mighty wind of your Spirit, bringing
growth, bearing fruit, and nourishing both our faith community and our communities
nearby. May each gift of every size bloom with your holy imagination. Amen.

Written by Illustrated Ministry

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Holy and Gracious Creator,

we call out to you in the exiles of these days.
We know you are here, already and always with us,
closer than our breath.

We speak our prayers to remind ourselves

of your faithful presence.

In the exiles of these days, we are hungry.

We hunger for love, peace and for hope,

for a just sharing of the abundance in our world.
Holy God, make us mindful and kind

where need is refused and manipulated.

For us and for all who hunger,

All: Creator, hear our prayer.

In the exiles of these days, we are overwhelmed.
We are distracted and disconnected,

easily swept up in fear & worry.

Clear our crowded minds.

Open our closed hearts.

Gracious God, help us honor each other’s humanity
when vulnerability is mistaken for weakness.

For us and for all who seek your kin-dom,

All: Creator, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for the songs and stories

binding us to each other and rooting us in your love.
Loving God, call us back to one another

when we maybe focused on despair.

Return us to the gifts of your creation.

Speak again the blessing with which you name us.
For us and for all who long to be known,

All: Creator, hear our prayer. Amen



Written by Illustrated Ministry, Adapted by Carling Barry
PRAYER OF JESUS / THE LORD’S PRAYER

SENDING HYMN: MV # 140 As Long as We Follow (Na nzela na lola)
English:

As long as we act

There is a future for creation,

a future for the universe (2x)

Refrain:
We know this, we know this.
Yes, God's reign will surely come.

Lingala:
Na nzela na lola tokotambola malembe,
malembe tokotambola. (2x)

Refrain:
Malembe, malembe, malembe tokotambola.

English:

As long as we sing,

there is a future for creation,
a future for the universe (2x)

Refrain
We know this, we know this.
Yes, God's reign will surely come.

BLESSING & SENDING

May you be blessed, and find Creator’s presence and peace, knowing that her plans are
for you and your welfare not for harm, giving you a future and a hope even in the
midst of the places we feel exiled.

Go forth into the places Creator placed you, whether they feel like home or not. Build,
plant, and live with hope.

Seek the welfare of your community, work for the good of your city, and pray for
your neighbours, for in their prosperity you will find your own.

Do not fear or worry, trust that God has a future for you, even in challenging times.

SENDING SONG: Reach Out & Touch (Somebody’s hand)
Ashford and Simpson, arrangement by Michael Woytiuk



Thank you for joining in worship today §

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH

A community of caring within the United Church of Canada
24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue

Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor

Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music

Jenna Peace, Office Administrator

office@mergingwaters.ca

(514) 457-5819

www.mergingwaters.ca

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

Merging Waters
United Church

1-Mar Lent 2: Disruptive Blessings
Annual General Meeting after worship
8-Mar Lent 3: Holy Confrontation & Communion



http://www.mergingwaters.ca/

