Merging Waters United Church

“Here from the Beginning: Salt, Light, and the Stories We
Tell”, Fifth after Epiphany, Black History Month
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Sunday Morning Worship February 8, 2026
WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, Peu importe oll que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
we welcome you in love and nous vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we're close in one  Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidéles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.



WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

Let us begin by acknowledging that we are gathered on the traditional territory of the
Kanienkeha:ka, Huron-Wendat and Anishinaabeg Peoples. As we recognize the
permanent presence and stewardship of Indigenous Peoples, we are reminded of the
call to be 'salt of the earth', for us to preserve, protect, and care for this land,
together with those who have nurtured it for generations upon generations. Many
Indigenous Peoples often see themselves as protectors of the land, taking only what is
needed and ensuring that what is taken is done respectfully and making sure that by
giving back to the land what it provides creates a sustainable balance. We can learn to
live this way and must for all of creation. Let us pause to reflect on our personal and
collective responsibility to care for this land and all of creation.

We acknowledge our responsibility to be 'light of the world' in our continued
commitment to Truth and Reconciliation. Let us continue to learn by educational
opportunities and educating others on these matters, where learning, unlearning
and action unfold. May we shine a light on the injustices of the past and present, and
work towards a brighter, more equitable future together.

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE)

Today is the Fifth Sunday of Epiphany. As we light the candle we ponder what it means
to be called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world.
Assist us to live in a way that preserves truth, adds blessing, and brings out your light &
goodness in a world that hungers for hope.
Let our lives shine with the light of Christ, not for our own glory, but so others may see
Your love in us and glorify You.
Keep us from hiding our faith or dimming our light.
Give us courage to be visible in kindness, bold in justice, and humble in service.
May our words bring restoration.
May our actions bring peace.
May our presence reflect Your presence,
so that in all we do, Your name is honored.
In Jesus’ name we pray,
Amen.
Written by Fr Kinyua'’s online Congregation and Adapted by Carling Barry

GATHERING SONG Child of God
Traditional Spiritual



SPIRITUAL FOCUS

We gather in Black History Month to honor truth and celebrate resilience.
We come with gratitude and hope.
Jesus calls us the salt of the earth and the light of the world.
We will preserve what is good and shine where justice is needed.
Come, let us worship in love.
Amen.
Here from the Beginning Salt, Light, and the Stories We Tell, Rev.
Lisa Byer-de Wever Matthew 5: 13-20 Black History Month

GATHERING PRAYER

O Divine Creator, source of all life and love, we come before you in this sacred time of
Black History Month, grateful for the rich heritage and profound resilience of Black
people within the United Church of Canada, who have been a vital part of this
community from its very beginning.

We offer our heartfelt lament for the injustices, systemic racism, and the heavy burdens
of history that have scarred your beloved children. We grieve the pain, the
marginalization, and the times when the church has failed to fully embrace their gifts
and affirm their inherent worth. Heal the wounds of the past and present, and guide us
toward true repentance and reconciliation.

And today we remember the words of Jesus, who calls us the salt of the earth and the
light of the world. Forgive us for the times we have ignored the salt that has preserved
faith through struggle. Forgive us for the ways we have hidden the light, dimming
voices, overlooking leadership, and failing to make room for the fullness of Black
dignity and Black sacred worth.

Yet, we also raise our voices in joyous hope. We celebrate the unwavering faith, the
vibrant spirit, and the enduring strength of Black members who have enriched our
community life with their music, wisdom, courage, and leadership. We give thanks for
their ancestors’ resilience and the legacy they continue to build.

Inspire us to action, O God. Empower us, people of the African diaspora and allies
alike, to dismantle the systems of oppression that persist, both within our walls and in
the wider world. Fill us with your Spirit so that our hope may translate into justice and
our celebration into genuine equity. Help us to be a church that protects what is good
like salt, and shines with truth like light, so that all may see the goodness of love lived
out.

May we, as a united community, walk together in love, honoring the full dignity of all
people. Come, let us worship in love. Amen.



Here from the Beginning Salt, Light, and the Stories We Tell, Rev.
Lisa Byer-de Wever Matthew 5: 13-20 Black History Month

GATHERING HYMN:MV# 10 Come and seek the ways of
Wisdom

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

THE WORD Matthew 5:13-20 NRSVUE
Salt and Light

13"You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

14"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. '® People do not
light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand,
and it gives light to all in the house. ' In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

The Law and the Prophets

7"Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have come not
to abolish but to fulfill. *® For truly | tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one
letter,» not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is

accomplished. 1 Therefore, whoever breakse one of the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of

heaven. 2° For | tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

FOOD FOR THOUGHT Rev. Charmain
Bailey

INTERCULTURAL SUNDAY #13 Historical Foundations of Canada’s
Culture (Part 1)



OFFERING INVITATION

OFFERING HYMN: You Are the Light of the

World
Stephen Schwartz

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Dear God, Mother, you call us to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world.
We offer these gifts as an extension of that calling. As we present these gifts, we
dedicate ourselves to being your hands and feet. Bless our contributions and offerings
that they may preserve truth, bring flavor to a dim world, and shine light into
uncertain and difficult times. May our lives and our resources reflect your grace. Let
these offerings be used to nourish and bring hope to all those in need in our
community.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of justice and righteousness, we give thanks to you for the gift of Jesus Christ who
came to live out your love in this world. Thank you for his words and deeds which
continue to challenge and guide us today. He called us to be “Salt of the Earth & Light
of the World” and so we pray for your world with all its wonders and its worries,
which rest on our hearts and yours:

We pray for those who need your justice, God: For those who sleep on the cold
streets, those who do not have enough to eat, and those who worry about how to
make ends meet for their families.

We pray for all those facing violence, in their homes or communities. We pray for
those who are discriminated against and oppressed due to their skin colour. We
pray for countries consumed in conflict and for places struggling and full of unrest.

We pray for refugees and political prisoners; for children who must work instead of
going to school and for parents who long to give their children a better life.

Sustain each of these people with your hope that their needs can be fulfilled and rights
restored. Empower us to use our resources to do what we can for them and give
strength and courage to advocates and aid workers who bring hope in many places.

We pray for all who need your loving touch, God. For people who are confused or
afraid, for those in hospitals and nursing homes and those who care for them, for all
who are dealing with physical health challenges, mental health challenges and those
who are hurting spiritually. For those who are imprisoned, trying to find their way
through it all and to you, Jesus, help us to show love, not judgement and support
them.

Surround each one with your peace and comfort so that hope for renewal will be
renewed each day. Compassionate God, make us salt and light for the world, not by
presuming we know best, but as compassionate and caring neighbours, unafraid to



reach out. Encourage us with your grace and inspire us by your Spirit, for you are
always with us.
Written by St Andrews Church Salmon Arm, BC, Adapted by Carling Barry

JESUS’ PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER

SENDING HYMN VU: #87 I Am the Light of the
World

BLESSING & SENDING

Go now from this place, carrying both the weight of the past and the hope of the
future.

Go to be ambassadors of peace and reconciliation.

Go to disrupt those who are comfortable and comfort those who mourn.

Go as salt of the earth, preserving what is sacred, bringing out what is good, and
refusing to let justice lose its flavor.

Go as light of the world, shining truth in places where shadows linger, and refusing to
hide the hope that has been entrusted to you.

May the God of our ancestors hold you in your pain.

May Jesus the Christ, our brother, give you the resilience to stand firm against injustice.
And may the Holy Spirit, who binds us together, enliven your hope as we march
toward the Beloved Community. Amen

Here from the Beginning Salt, Light, and the Stories We Tell Matthew 5: 13-20 Black

History Month
SENDING SONG TLUS: #139 Love Over Hate
Thank you for joining in worship today 4
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UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

Feb 15

Transfiguration Sunday

Communion

Feb 18

Ash Wednesday Service with St Genny’s

Feb 22

Lent 1: Rooted Resistance
Guest Speaker: Sheldon Lewis




