
​Merging Waters United Church​

​Easter Sunday - “Fulfilling Imagination”​

​Sunday Morning Worship April 5, 2026​

​WELCOME / BIENVENUE​

​People of all ages, identities, and walks​

​of life are welcome.​

​Wherever you are, whoever you are, we​

​welcome you in love and community to​

​worship.​

​Wherever we are, we’re close in one​

​another’s hearts.​

​Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe l’âge,​

​l’identité ou les conditions de vie.​

​Peu importe où que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez, nous​

​vous accueillons dans l'amour et la communauté pour​

​louer Dieu ensembles.​

​Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.​

​Please join in the responses in​​bold text.​​Veuillez-vous​​joindre aux réponses en​​texte gras.​

​Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do not wear​

​perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in​​person.​

​Veillez à ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fidèles souffrant de​
​sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits​
​parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.​

​To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without​
​authorization.​

​Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans​
​autorisation.​

​GATHERING​



​MEETING MARY​

​GATHERING SONG:​ ​Mary Laid Her Baby Down​

​Words and Music: Gordon Light. ©1987 Common Cup Company. Arr. ©1999 Andrew Donaldson​

​WELCOME​

​ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY​

​We acknowledge the wrongs done in the name of our faith. We acknowledge​

​the damage that has been done. And we work towards reconciliation—the​

​coming together of indigenous and settler peoples in harmony, in love, and in​

​truth.​

​LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE​

​GATHERING HYMN​​:​​VU # 166​ ​Joy​​Comes with the Dawn​

​SPIRITUAL FOCUS​

​Come into God’s presence,​

​you who imagine and you who seek,​

​you who disrupt and you who repair.​

​By the Spirit, we gather in hope.​

​Come into God’s day of resurrection,​

​you who have known grief,​

​you who long for new life,​

​you who carry “Alleluias” in your hearts.​

​In Christ, we gather at the empty tomb.​

​Come into God’s presence,​

​singing for joy and for justice;​

​bringing prayer and worship, your most faithful acts of resistance.​

​We gather in joy! Alleluia!​

​Adapted- Illustrated Ministries- The Work of Imagination​

​GATHERING PRAYER​

​God of life,​

​you breathe resurrection into our world,​

​and you promise that life triumphs over death.​

​On this day of celebration,​



​awaken our spirits to signs of new life and symbols of grace,​

​in our world, in our relationships, and in our own hearts.​

​Lead us by the witness of Mary Magdalene​

​and the faith that drew her to the garden.​

​With her, let us proclaim, “We have seen Jesus!”​

​Give us the courage and the joy​

​to share this good news in word and in deed.​

​We pray this in the name of Christ,​

​who is risen indeed—alleluia!​

​Amen.​

​Adapted- Illustrated Ministries- The Work of Imagination​

​LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD​

​FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART​

​THE WORD​ ​John 20:1-18 NRSVUE​

​The Resurrection of Jesus​

​20 ​​Early on the first day of the week, while it was​​still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb​

​and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. ​

​2 ​

​So​​she ran and went to Simon​

​Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the​

​Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” ​

​3 ​

​Then Peter and the​

​other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. ​

​4 ​

​The​​two were running together, but the​

​other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. ​

​5 ​

​He​​bent down to look in and saw the​

​linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. ​

​6 ​

​Then​​Simon Peter came, following him, and​

​went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, ​

​7 ​

​and the cloth that had been on​

​Jesus’s head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. ​

​8 ​

​Then the​

​other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed, ​

​9 ​

​for as yet​

​they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. ​

​10 ​

​Then the disciples​

​returned to their homes.​

​Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene​

​11 ​

​But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she​​wept, she bent over to look​

​[​​a​​]​

​ into the​

​tomb, ​

​12 ​

​and she saw two angels in white sitting where​​the body of Jesus had been lying, one at​

​the head and the other at the feet. ​

​13 ​

​They said to​​her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She​

​said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid​

​him.” ​

​14 ​

​When she had said this, she turned around​​and saw Jesus standing there, but she did​

​not know that it was Jesus. ​

​15 ​

​Jesus said to her,​​“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you​

​looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir,​

​[​​b​​]​

​ if you have carried him​

​away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” ​

​16 ​

​Jesus said to her, “Mary!”​

​She turned and said to him in Hebrew,​

​[​​c​​]​

​ “Rabbouni!”​​(which means Teacher). ​

​17 ​

​Jesus said to​

​her, “Do not touch me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers​

​and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’​

​” ​

​18 ​

​Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples,​​“I have seen the Lord,” and she told​

​them that he had said these things to her.​

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020%3A1-18&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26868a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020%3A1-18&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26872b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020%3A1-18&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26873c


​RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD​

​FOOD FOR THOUGHT​

​HYMN​​: MV # 121​ ​Hey Now! Singing Hallelujah!​

​OFFERING INVITATION​

​OFFERING​​HYMN​​: VU # 958​ ​Halle, Halle, Halle​

​LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE​

​PRAYER OF DEDICATION​

​Generous God, like the first blooms of spring, we bring our gifts before you and your church to​

​be sent out into the world, by the power of your spirit, to proclaim new life and bear witness to​

​resurrection. May each gift of every size bloom with resurrection hope, nourishing both our​

​faith community and our neighbors.​

​Amen.​

​PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE​

​Living, Loving God,​

​there is no power that can keep your presence from your people.​

​The worst violence tries its best and fails.​

​Your love keeps rising, keeps finding us, keeps calling us to new life, too.​

​We celebrate and give thanks.​

​Living, Loving God,​

​Hear our prayer.​

​We celebrate the big and little resurrections all around us​

​in our gardens, in our hearts, in our congregation, in our community.​

​We are revived as these mysteries and miracles make themselves known.​

​We rejoice as trembling voices bring good news.​

​In this silence, we lift prayers of gratitude and hope.​

​(time for silence)​

​Living, Loving God,​

​Hear our prayer.​

​We remember, too, all those people and places still yearning for resurrection,​

​those for whom peace, justice, and wholeness still feel far off.​

​We lament that the violence of empire is not vanquished.​

​We pray that the persistence of your love would be cause for hope.​

​In this silence, we lift prayers for all who struggle.​

​(time for silence)​



​Living, Loving God,​

​Hear our prayer.​

​Prayer tree prayers​

​Help us to live fully into the promises of resurrection,​

​for ourselves and for all the world.​

​Keep turning us, again and again, toward life.​

​Living, Loving God,​

​Hear our prayer.​

​Amen.​

​Work of Imagination - Illustrated Ministry​

​JESUS’ PRAYER, THE LORD’S PRAYER​

​SENDING​​HYMN​​: MV # 122​ ​This Is the Day That​​God Has Made​

​BLESSING & SENDING​

​Beloved siblings in Christ,​

​may the good news of the resurrection buoy your spirit today and every day.​

​May you find the strength to face the powers of hate and cruelty,​

​and may you embody love to all you encounter.​

​For love shall usher in the renewal of all things on the wings of joy.​

​Go in peace and gladness. Christ is risen!​

​Christ is risen indeed!​

​Amen.​

​SENDING​​SONG​​:​ ​The Jazzalujah Chorus​

​G.F. Handel, arrangement by M. Woytiuk​

​Thank you for joining in worship today​​❤️ ​

​MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH​
​A community of caring within the United Church of Canada​

​24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue​

​Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Pastor​

​Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music​

​Jenna Peace, Office Administrator​

​office@mergingwaters.ca​



​(514) 457-5819​

​www.mergingwaters.ca​

​UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.​

​April 12​
​Worship led by our intern Carling Barry​

​April 19​ ​Earth Day celebration with Spare Parts​

​Blessing of the bicycles​

​ ​

http://www.mergingwaters.ca/

