Merging Waters United Church
Pride Sunday
With guests from St. George’s Anglican Church
Sunday Morning Worship June 7, 2026

WELCOME / BIENVENUE

People of all ages, identities, and Toutes et tous sont bienvenus, peu importe I’age,
walks of life are welcome. I'identité ou les conditions de vie.

Wherever you are, whoever you are, Peu importe ou que vous soyez, qui que vous soyez,
we welcome you in love and nous vous accueillons dans I'amour et la communauté
community to worship. pour louer Dieu ensembles.

Wherever we are, we’re close in one  Notre amour n’est jamais limité par la distance.
another’s hearts.

Please join in the responses in bold text. Veuillez-vous joindre aux réponses en texte gras.

Keep our worship scent-free! To help fellow worshippers with chemical sensitivities, please do
not wear perfume or scented products (lotion, hair spray) if attending in person.

Veillez a ce que notre culte soit exempt d'odeurs ! Pour aider les fideles souffrant de
sensibilités chimiques, nous vous demandons de ne pas porter de parfum ou de produits
parfumés (lotion, laque) si vous assistez au culte en personne.

To protect personal privacy, please do not take photos or videos without
authorization.

Pour protéger la vie privée, ne prenez pas de photos ou de vidéos sans
autorisation.



WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE PEOPLE
GATHERING

ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

We gather on the traditional and unceded lands of the Kanien’keha:ka (Mohawk),
Huron-Wendat and Anishnaabeg Nations, a place of meeting and exchange among
many peoples.

We give thanks for the Creator’s gift of this land,

and for the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples who care for it.

As we celebrate Pride Sunday, we remember that God’s love—Creator, Christ, and
Spirit—is wide enough to hold every body, every identity, every story.

We affirm that all people are created in God’s image,

and that diversity is a reflection of divine beauty.

In the belief that God is love, we seek justice that reconciles, love that includes, and
peace that restores.
May we walk gently on this land and boldly in God’s love,
committing ourselves to right relationship with the earth, with all Indigenous
Peoples,
and with all who have been marginalized.

For in God’s inclusive grace, every person is cherished,
every life is holy, and every love reflects the divine.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
Rev. Lisa Byer-de Wever

OUR PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE (LIGHT A CANDLE)
The candle is lit,

and we honour our diversity:

young and old,
downhearted and joyful,

queer and straight,
a rainbow of genders,

each of us differently abled,
strong in faith and searching for a faith.
The candle is lit for us all,
and in the light of Christ,
our service begins.

Gathering PI- David Sparks, Rossland, B.C.

GATHERING SONG: All Of Who You Are Is Welcome



Words and music by Michael Woytiuk

LIGHTING OF THE RED CANDLE

We light the red candle, symbolizing life in all its richness.
Come, let us worship, learn, and celebrate together.

SPIRITUAL FOCUS
People of God!
Pause. Take a moment and become aware of the people around you.
There are people we already know and love, neighbours and friends, siblings in Christ,
all a community of kindred spirits.
People of God!
Pause. Take a moment and become aware of the people around you.
There are people we may not yet know, regular attenders, visitors and seekers,
forgotten friends, siblings in Christ, all a community of kindred spirits.
People of God!
Pause. Take a moment and become aware of the people around you.
Witness all the images of God assembled here, in you, in me, in each of us, in the
rainbow of diversity created by God and that reflects God.
God’s spirit shines within us and within this gathered community of kindred spirits.
People of God, come! Let us worship together.
Gathering PI- Robert J. Murdock, St. James U.C., Stroud, Ont.

GATHERING PRAYER

Creating God—God beyond Gender,
who makes no mistakes,
who surprises us always,
who molded the first person both male and female,
who molded the first non-gendered human
who loves all creation.
Help us love the diversity of your creation.
Help us accept all varieties of gender in ourselves and in others.
Help us celebrate those who are different from us
That we may learn to love each other as you love us,
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, both human and divine.
Creating God—God of Mercy,
As we have acknowledged the diversity in this amazing world, created in atoms
and molecules but with an underlying spirit of mystery, we must also admit that,
at times, we have forgotten of the wonders of that diversity.
We have longed for things to be familiar and as they have always been.
We know that the great religious traditions have caused harm in the past and
continue to cause harm and pain to those who express their being in ways
different than the majority.



We know, too, that we individually, both intentionally and unintentionally, have
rejected and shunned those who are not like us.
For this we are truly sorry and ask your patience as we learn and strive for ways
to be more inclusive and celebrate all in this wondrous world.
Amen.

UCC-Stories from the Heart- Used by permission of Rev. Cindy Bourgeois, Wesley
United Church, Regina, Sask.

GATHERING HYMN MV #1 (vs 1 Eng, vs 4 Fr, vs 5 Eng)
Let Us Build a House

LIGHTING OF THE ORANGE CANDLE
FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

THE WORD Acts 15:5-18 MSG

+>When they got to Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabas were graciously received by the
whole church, including the apostles and leaders. They reported on their recent journey
and how God had used them to open things up to the outsiders. Some Pharisees stood
up to say their piece. They had become believers, but continued to hold to the hard
party line of the Pharisees. “You have to circumcise the pagan converts,” they said.
“You must make them keep the Law of Moses.”

69The apostles and leaders called a special meeting to consider the matter. The
arguments went on and on, back and forth, getting more and more heated. Then Peter
took the floor: “Friends, you well know that from early on God made it quite plain
that he wanted the pagans to hear the Message of this good news and embrace it—and
not in any secondhand or roundabout way, but firsthand, straight from my mouth.
And God, who can’t be fooled by any pretense on our part but always knows a
person’s thoughts, gave them the Holy Spirit exactly as he gave him to us. He treated
the outsiders exactly as he treated us, beginning at the very center of who they were
and working from that center outward, cleaning up their lives as they trusted and
believed him.

1011 “So why are you now trying to out-god God, loading these new believers down
with rules that crushed our ancestors and crushed us, too? Don’t we believe that we are
saved because the Master Jesus amazingly and out of sheer generosity moved to save us
just as he did those from beyond our nation? So what are we arguing about?”

1213 There was dead silence. No one said a word. With the room quiet, Barnabas and
Paul reported matter-of-factly on the miracles and wonders God had done among the
other nations through their ministry. The silence deepened; you could hear a pin drop.



1318 James broke the silence. “Friends, listen. Simeon has told us the story of how God
at the very outset made sure that racial outsiders were included. This is in perfect
agreement with the words of the prophets:
After this, I'm coming back;
I’ll rebuild David’s ruined house;
I'll put all the pieces together again;
I'll make it look like new
So outsiders who seek will find,
so they’ll have a place to come to,
All the pagan peoples
included in what I'm doing.
“God said it and now he’s doing it. It’s no afterthought; he’s always known he would
do this.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

LIGHTING OF THE YELLOW CANDLE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
LIGHTING OF THE GREEN CANDLE

HYMN MV #145 (Eng/Fr/Eng) Draw The Circle
Wide

PRIDE STORIES
First Sharing - Lighting of the Blue Candle
Second Sharing - Lighting of the Purple Candle
OFFERING INVITATION

OFFERING HYMN Kumbaya
Kumbaya my Lord, Kumbaya

Kumbaya my Lord, Kumbaya

Kumbaya my Lord, Kumbaya

Oh Lord, Kumbaya

Someone’s singing my Lord, Kumbaya
Someone’s singing my Lord, Kumbaya
Someone’s singing my Lord, Kumbaya
Oh Lord, Kumbaya



Someone’s praying my Lord, Kumbaya
Someone’s praying my Lord, Kumbaya
Someone’s praying my Lord, Kumbaya
Oh Lord, Kumbaya

Someone’s dancing my Lord, Kumbaya
Someone’s dancing my Lord, Kumbaya
Someone’s dancing my Lord, Kumbaya
Oh Lord, Kumbaya

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Faithful God, you are revealed to us in a rainbow of miracles: Flowers bursting through
the once cold earth, long-ago friends appearing before us, and assistance when in need
are all revelations of your glory. You are revealed to us in the rainbow of diversity in
our world. Open our senses that we might discover the myriad signs of your grace in
each other and in our world. May these offerings be another colourful manifestation of
faithfulness. Then send us out into the streets of this West Island with stories to share
and delight in our hearts. Amen.

Gathering PI- Laura J. Turnbull, Penticton, B.C.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Sinpoh Han

Gracious and loving God, holy mystery, wholly love, we gather our personal
reflections and corporate yearnings in these our silent prayers.

Empowering God, may your Spirit guide us in our personal celebrations and concerns.
As a body of faith-filled people, may we also be guided in the celebrations and
concerns of the gathered body. We celebrate the Pride stories we heard today and are
grateful for the movement of your Spirit of love and inclusion both within the United
Church, the wider Church and Canadian society. We pray that all people who feel
excluded by families, faith communities, and society because of who they are may
experience your love in their lives. We pray for peace and respect for all in this
community, this country, and this world.

We pray for political leaders at all levels as they struggle to make the world a better
place. We pray that the teachings of Jesus and those of other world faiths will work
together to meet the challenges of our world today.

And in our own administrative and policy work at Merging Waters and St. George’s
Anglican churches, we pray for wisdom and careful consideration of the topics as we
discuss them together in the days and months ahead.



For those amongst us who have personal challenges, have family members who need
support, or anyone who is under stress, we pray that God’s gentle Spirit will bring
peace, spiritual and physical healing.

In all of these celebrations and concerns, we are grateful that we can turn to the one
who guides us in our lives, saying together...
UCC-Stories from the Heart

JESUS’ PRAYER/THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Mother, Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Your name.

Your kin-dom come, Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the Kin-dom, the power and the glory,
For ever and ever,

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN MV # 138 My Love Colours Outside the Lines

BLESSING & SENDING

This morning we have lit candles:

Red for life in all its forms,

Orange for healing,

Yellow for sunlight and all kinds of light,
Green for nature in all her diversity,
Blue for harmony, and

Purple for the Spirit which guides us all.

We are called to practice this rainbow of colours in our lives—in the conversations and
interactions in our lives at home, at work, and at play—as we go out into our
community and the world to share the message that God’s love is for everyone!

May the Blessing of the One who calls us to love,
The empowering Spirit guide us in how we live,
And the inspiration of Christ shape all our ways of being and living.
Amen.
UCC-Stories from the Heart



SENDING SONG We Are a Rainbow
David Kai

Thank you for joining in worship today §
Deep gratitude to Rev. Sinpoh Han & the community of St. George's
Anglican Church for joining us today §

UPCOMING SERVICES at 10:30 a.m.

June 14 | Visions and reflections! @&
(*note change from the originally planned Intercultural
session)

Spare Parts

June 21 | Ecumenical service outside! &3
10:00 am at Briarwood Presbyterian, 70 Beaconsfield
Blvd

June 28 | Worship on the lawn at Merging Waters with fun and
games @
July5 [ Cluster summer worship starts 28

MERGING WATERS UNITED CHURCH Merging Waters

A community of caring within the United Church of Canada United Church
24 Maple, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue

Lisa Byer-de-Wever, Minister

Michael Woytiuk, Ministry of Music . T
Jenna Peace, Office Administrator

office@mergingwaters.ca

(514) 457-5819

www.mergingwaters.ca
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